
Environmental Commission Meeting 
Minutes 

April 22, 2008@ 7:30 PM 
A. Open Meeting 
 

Meeting is called to order at 7:55 p.m. and it is announced that all laws governing 
the Open Public Meetings Act had been met and that the meeting had been duly 
advertised.  Jackie Oliphant volunteered to be the record keeper for this meeting.   
 

Members Present: 
Cheryl Filler, Chair 
Jackie Oliphant 
Jay Kelly  
James Hutzelmann 
 
Members of the Public 
None 
 
B. Minutes: 
 1. January 22, 2008 – carried to next meeting 
 2.    March 11, 2008 Madam Chair announced that these minutes were approved 

at the last meeting with corrections 
  
C. LOI Review 
 

1. Block 39, Lot 3 -   The LOI was reviewed.  Jay Kelly noticed that there are 
different soils located on the property and the slopes are severe. No maps were 
included so they did not have enough information to review the LOI.   

 
  
D. Correspondence: 
 
 1. Letter from EC to NJDEP regarding Merck, B. 4, lots 47, etc. Noted 
  no action taken 
 2. Memo from EC to Township Committee regarding the Open 
  Space Stewardship Plan Proposal – ANJEC Grant Noted, no action  
  taken 
 3. Letter from State of NJ regarding Notice of Deficiency for 
  5 Hickory Lane Noted, no action taken.  
 4. Letter from South Branch Watershed Assoc. dated March 21, 2008 
  Noted, no action taken. 
 5. Letter from State of NJ regarding  Block 50, Lot 5 (underground 
  storage tank) Noted, no action taken 

6. Letter of resignation from Tricia Sarrow Noted.  Chairman Filler asked the 
members to let her know if they know of anyone interested in 

 becoming an EC member.  
    
E Other Business: 
 

1. ANJEC Grant – Final -  Chairman Filler stated that the final application was 
submitted.  The deadline was March 31, 2008.  

  
 2. Participation at County Event – A reminder will be distributed to 
  all of the EC members to volunteer during this event. 
  
 3. Community Day participation – The EC has a schedule of volunteers.    
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  A reminder will be distributed again for volunteers. 
 
 4. Newsletter review – The article was approved by the EC members  
  with the exception to change the title to “Be Water Wise”.  It will  
  be forwarded to the administration office so that it can be inserted 
  into the upcoming Newsletter.  Also, a message will be forwarded  
  to the administrator’s office to solicit volunteers for the stream   
  monitoring. 
 
 5. Stream Monitoring – SBWA and URWA will be contacted to 
  find out when they are offering their stream monitoring training. 
  Chairman Filler asked if Mr. Kelly could inquire with his students 
  to see if any would be interested in volunteering to attend the training and to 

perform the stream monitoring for both the South Branch Watershed 
Association and the Upper Raritan Watershed Association.  The EC 
will pay for everyone’s training.   

 
 6. Wegman’s – Madam Chair read a letter into the record regarding 
  Wegman’s cost analyses and environmental findings on paper vs. plastic.   
  Their conclusion was to use neither. 
   
          
F. Site Plan Review and Comment 
 

PLANNING BOARD – HEARING FILES 
 
None 
 
PLANNING BOARD – COMPLETENESS FILES 

 
 None 
 
 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT – HEARING FILES 
 
 
 1. Wachovia Bank, N.A.     
  420 Route 22        
  Block 8, lots 4, 5, 6 & 7 
   Variance application – Hearing scheduled for May 15, 2008  
 

Mr. Hutzelmann suggested that the file be reviewed.  This is a bifurcated application. 
No site plan review is going to take place at this point. The application 
exceeds the FAR allowance and the front yard requirement.   Mr. Hutzelmann noticed 
that the applicant could have a shared driveway for both sites.  Madam Chair reminded 
the board that the variance approval goes with the site.  You never know if the site 
would remain a Wachovia Bank and Walgreen’s Pharmacy.  Mr. Kelly pointed out that 
the property had some steep slopes.   
 
Madam Chair recommended that some that Jim Hutzelmann should speak to Michael 
Sullivan and Steve Souza. He has already contacted and spoke with John Hansen.  The 
purpose in reaching out to the board’s professionals, is so that the EC can obtain an 
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idea on how to proceed at this time since this is a bifurcated application.  There is no 
site plan submitted at this point.     
 
The EC decided to send a letter to the Board of Adjustment indicating that upon review 
of the use variance application, the layout of the proposed project demonstrates that 
there is no consideration for steep slopes.  They find the layout to be environmental 
unsound and the applicant shows very little consideration regarding the environmental 
impact to the site.   The EC recommends that the use variance be denied due to the fact 
that no consideration has been made with respect to environmental factors, i.e. steep 
slope, habitat, use of non-structural stormwater management measures practices, 
BMP’s, low impact design, historical context of the drive-thru, and impervious 
coverage.  In consideration of the use variance, the EC recommends that a modified site 
plan be submitted that would reduce the aforementioned impacts to the site.   Chair will 
draft the memo and forward same to all of the EC members for their input. Upon 
approval of the memo, it will be forwarded to the Board of Adjustment. 

 
 BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT - COMPLETENESS FILES: 
 

None 
 
G.      Educational Opportunities 
 
 None 
 
H.      Publications 
 
 None   
  
I. Minutes 
   
 Board of Adjustment 
 Planning Board 
   
J. Soil Conservation Reports 
 
 1. HCSCD regarding Beatrice Dwelling, Block 55, lot 7.06 “Letter of  
  Conditional Certification” Noted 
 2. HCSCD regarding Beatrice Dwelling, Block 55, lot 7.06 “Confirmation 
  of 48 Hour Notification of Land Disturbance” Noted 
 3. HCSCD regarding Rockaway Creek, Block 39, lot 57 Noted 
 4. HCSCD regarding Pyrgos Builders Dwelling, Block 63, lot 3  
  “Confirmation of 48 hour notification of land disturbance” Noted 
 5. HCSCD regarding Pygros Builders Dwelling, Block 63, Lot 3 
  “Letter of conditional certification” Noted 
 6. HCSCD regarding Block 60, lot 13.23 “Disturbance approaching 
  5,000 s.f. Noted 
 7. HCSCD regarding B. 43, L. 12 “Recission of stop construction order” 
  Noted 
 8. HCSCD regarding B. 45, lot 25.37 “Okay to issue Building Permit” 
  Noted 
 9. HCSCD regarding B. 66, L. 57 “Letter of conditional certification” 
  Noted 
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 10. HCSCD regarding B. 66, L. 57 “Rescission of stop construction order”  
  Noted 
 11. HCSCD regarding B. 55,  L. 7.06 “Okay to Issue Building Permit” 
  Noted 
 12. HCSCD regarding B. 55, L. 22 “Letter of conditional certification” 
  Noted 
 
K. Public Comment - None 
 
L. Adjournment-  Jim Hutzelmann made a motion to adjourn.  Jackie Oliphant seconded 
the motion.  Motion was carried with a vote of Ayes all, Nays none recorded. 
 
    Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
    Jackie Oliphant 
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