
READINGTON TOWNSHIP BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
MINUTES 

August 18, 2011 
 

A. Chairperson Fort called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m. announcing that all laws 
governing the Open Public Meetings Act had been met and that the meeting had been duly 
advertised.    
 
Mrs. Fort  present 
Mrs. Flynn  present 
Ms.  Hendry  present 
Mr. Hendrickson absent 
Mr. Simon  absent 
Mr. Stettner  absent 
Mrs. Goodwin  present 
Mr. Thompson absent 
Mr. Denning  absent  
 
Donald Moore, Esq., Kelleher & Moore 
Michael Sullivan, Clarke Caton & Hintz 
John Hansen,  Ferriero Engineering   

 
B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
 

1. July 21, 2011 
 
Mrs. Goodwin made a motion to approve the minutes.  Mrs. Flynn seconded the 
motion. Ms. Hendry abstained.   Motion was carried with a vote of Ayes all, Nays 
none recorded.    
 

C. CORRESPONDENCE: (sent electronically to the Board)  
  
 No comments from the board 

 
D. TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE:  
 
 None 
  
  
E. RESOLUTIONS:  
 
 None 
 
F VOUCHER APPROVAL: (sent electronically to Board) 
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 Mrs. Flynn made a motion to approve the vouchers as submitted.  Mrs. Goodwin 
seconded the motion.  Ms. Hendry abstained.   Motion was carried with a vote of Ayes all, Nays 
none recorded.  
 
G. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
 1. Jeffrey E. Bergold 
  B. 52.01, L. 22 
  Edgewood Road 
  Conditional Use 
  Action date:  November 5, 2011 
 
Mark A. Solomon, Esq., from the firm of Pepper Hamilton, LLP, stated that he is the attorney for 
the applicant.  The applicant’s lot is one lot removed from the end of the cul-de-sac, which is 
Edgewood Road.  The property consists of 3.2 acres.  It is in the AR zone.  The applicant is 
seeking relief from N.J.S.A. 40:55D-35, which requires that lots must abut streets.  The applicant 
is requesting relief to be able to construct a driveway at the end of a cul-de-sac.  Given the rural 
nature of the surroundings, the applicant wants to do what is necessary to address 
accommodating fire safety equipment, but the minimum disturbance to the rural character.  A 
plan was initially submitted.  A site meeting took place with the Lieutenant from the Whitehouse 
Fire Department, and John Barczyk, Zoning Officer.  As a result of that meeting, a revised plan 
was submitted to address the concerns. Madam Chair stated that Chief Apgar did not have an 
opportunity to review the plan.  She stated that he might want to do a site visit too.   
 
Mr. Solomon stated that the applicant is proposing to construct the driveway within a thirty-three 
foot right-of-way that exists off of the Edgewood Road cul-de-sac.   This is a very old municipal 
right-of-way. The revised plan proposes a twelve foot driveway that flares eighteen feet at the 
end and then a  cul-de-sac of eighty foot diameter.   
 
Attorney Moore swore in the following witnesses:  Jeffrey Bergold; Lauren Bergold, applicants; 
Robert Martucci from Van Cleef Engineering; and John Hansen and Michael Sullivan, board’s 
professionals.   
 
Jeffrey Bergold testified that the property has been passed down through multiple family 
generations. He decided to list the property in 2010.  He had several interested parties.  He was 
instructed to obtain guidance from the township as to what would be required to access his 
property since he is over five hundred feet from the cul-de-sac. Currently, the right-of-way is just 
a dirt drive. Years ago, the property had been perked for a septic. The lot is heavily wooded. To 
the east of his lot is property owned by Readington Township. They also border preserved 
farmland. They do not want to perform invasive measures to install the driveway.   Their goal is 
to keep the area of disturbance to a minimum, but to meet the requirement of emergency 
personnel.   
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS: 
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Jon Kowal, of Cole Road – wanted to know if the perk was a current.  Mr. Hansen answered that 
the township has an ordinance that if the perk was performed prior to 2001 it would have to be 
performed again.  
 
END OF PUBLIC QUESTIONS: 
 
Robert Martucci from Van Cleef Engineering informed the board of his background and 
credentials. He became licensed in the State of New Jersey in 2009.  
 
Mr. Martucci stated that he was retained to design a driveway off of Edgewood Road.   
 
Exhibit A-1 Initial plan dated June 14, 2011, prepared by Robert Clerico, P.E. 
 
This design included a twelve foot wide paved driveway. However, based upon the comments 
from the fire official and zoning officer regarding the access and turn-around for emergency 
vehicles, the plan was revised.  
 
Exhibit A-2 – Alternate driveway revised plan dated August 8, 2011, prepared by Robert 
Clerico, P.E. 
 
Mr. Martucci stated that they are proposing a twelve foot wide pavement of an inch and one half 
surface force. Traveling down approximately three hundred fifty feet, the pavement will widen to 
an eighteen foot wide driveway.  This area would accommodate emergency vehicles. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS: 
 
Robert G. Wackendorf was sworn.  He stated that he is the owner of the two adjacent lots.  The 
lots are not developed.  The farm is not preserved. Lot 14.06 is owned by Readington Township.  
 
Marygrace Flynn was concerned about the maintenance of the driveway for years to come.  She 
was also concerned about the “fill” that would be installed. Mr. Martucci testified that the 
township would not be responsible for the maintenance or plowing of this driveway. The 
driveway would be constructed to standard.  It is not a sub-standard design.  
 
Mr. Kowal wanted to know if the condition of the right-of-way as it goes beyond the cul-de-sac 
would remain in its present condition.  Mr. Martucci answered that the right-of-way will stay in 
its existing condition.  
 
Mr. Wackendorf wanted to know how much fill they would need to raise the ground level.  Mr. 
Martucci answered that the maximum amount of fill off of the cul-de-sac would be two to three 
feet of fill in some areas and slight fill in other areas. The applicant’s lot will be used as the 
staging area for the construction equipment.  No equipment will be placed on the neighbors’ 
property.  Mr. Wackendorf requested that the engineer provide four survey points so that he can 
install a fence.  
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Mr. Martucci addressed John Hansen’s review of the new plan.  An opinion letter was created by 
Mr. Martucci. The board decided to visit this matter at a future date, since Fire Chief Apgar still 
needs to review the plan. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
Jon Kowal stated that he has used this right-of-way for his own use.  He does not want to have a 
Belgium Block curb installed.  
 
Mr. Solomon stated that the owner of the lot will maintain the driveway, and the rights of the 
public would not be denied.  It will remain a “right-of-way”.  
 
Madam Chair Fort stated that she performed a search of the township records, and there are no 
other private access driveways through a public right-of-way.  
 
Michael Sullivan informed the applicant that they should take into consideration how the 
driveway will be designed in order to provide safety for those residents who will use the private 
access right-of-way/driveway.   Mr. Moore suggested that instead of using a worksheet to assist 
in their deliberation, to use Mr. Sullivan’s report, page 4.  
 
Madam Chair Fort stated that once all of the reports have been reviewed by the professionals, 
then they will make the determination if the applicant should meet privately with the 
professionals, prior to the next meeting.  
 
This hearing has been carried to September 15, 2011.  
 
H. ADJOURNMENT: 
 
 

Mrs. Flynn made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Ms. Hendry seconded the motion.  
Motion was carried with a vote of Ayes all, Nays none recorded.  
    
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 Linda Jacukowicz 
 


	D. TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE: 

