
READINGTON TOWNSHIP BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

MINUTES 

October 18, 2012 

A. Chairperson Denning called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. announcing that all laws 

governing the Open Public Meetings Act had been met and that the meeting had been duly 

advertised.    

 

Members present 

 

Mrs. Flynn  present 

Ms.  Hendry  absent 

Mr. Hendrickson absent 

Mr. Simon  present 

Mr. Stettner  present 

Mrs. Goodwin  present 

Mr. Thompsonpresent  

Mr. Denning  present 

 

Donald Moore, Esq., Kelleher & Moore 

Michael Sullivan – Clark Caton & Hintz 

John Hansen – Ferriero Engineering, Inc. 

 

 

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   

 

 1. September 20, 2012 – Britt Simon made a motion to approve the minutes.  Eric 

Stettner seconded the motion.  All in favor, No Nays recorded.   

 

C. CORRESPONDENCE   - None 

  

D. TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE: - None 

 

E. RESOLUTIONS:  

 

 1. Quality Auto Service 

  Variance 

  B. 39, L. 53.19 

 

 

 Britt Simon made a motion to approve the resolution.  Richard Thompson seconded the 

motion. 

 

Roll Call: 

 

Mr. Simon  aye 

Mr. Thompson aye  
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Chairman Denning     aye   

 

F. VOUCHER APPROVAL: (sent electronically to Board) 

 

 Britt Simon made a motion to approve the vouchers as submitted.  Eric Stettner seconded 

the motion.  All in favor, No Nays recorded.   

 

G. OLD BUSINESS –  

 

 1. Review of Professional Services Contract for Traffic Engineer  

 

No comments.  

 

H. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

  None 

 

I. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

 1. Todd Sherry 

                        281 Potterstown Road 

 B. 4, L. 13  

 Action date:  October 18, 2012 

 

Lloyd Tubman, Esq., stated that she is the attorney for the applicant.  The applicant is 

seeking relief to have two uses on the same lot.  The property is located on Potterstown Road.  

These are two historic buildings in a historic district. In 1989 the Board of Adjustment approved 

a variance for this property on which there was a furniture store and residence.  The 1989 

variance allowed the conversion of the residence to a display structure associated with the 

furniture business. The objective is to grant a variance to reconvert the residence and to ratify the 

existing security alarm business.  This property in 1989 was in the B-1 Business zone the retail 

uses was permitted.  It was subsequently incorporated into the AR zone which requires 8 acres.  

The property is less than ½ acre.   

 

Todd Sherry, John Madden, and the board’s professionals were sworn. 

 

A-1 Colorized Survey depicting the two buildings.   

 

Britt Simon stated on the record that he sold his own home approximately 5 years ago to the 

applicant.  Ms. Tubman was aware of that fact and informed the board that her client does not 

have an issue with Mr. Simon participating with the hearing.   

  

John A. Madden, Jr., principal with Maser Consulting.  He stated that he is a Licensed 

Professional Planner in the State of New Jersey since 1974.  

 

A-2 Photograph taken by John A. Madden depicting the two structures in June or July of 2012 
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Mr. Madden stated that there are two structures on one lot.   

 

The zoning has changed and the buildings are located in the AR zone.  The photograph as to the 

boundary lines is superimposed.  The property falls in the historic district.  

 

A-3 Aerial photograph prepared by John Madden in September, 2012.  

 

He testified that within the immediate area of applicant’s property, there is very tight compact 

rural country quality regarding the size of the lots.  As you move further away the lots are larger. 

Prior to the institution of the AR district in 2009, the property had been used as a furniture store.  

The AR district has wiped out the retail use.  It had been a thriving hamlet.  What the applicant is 

proposing is to help maintain this character of this community.  

 

In the terms of positive criteria the application variance is well suited to the area. The purposes 

of zoning are achieved since the application has sufficient space to maintain the service business 

use in the historic district.  The approval of the application will help the property maintain a 

productive use.  There is no negative detriment to the public good or the zone plan.     

 

Ms. Tubman requested that the board ratify and allow the two structures on the lot.  

 

Mr. Sherry stated that he operates a security alarm system.  They do not monitor the alarms.  

There are 3 full times employees. 

 

Mrs. Goodwin questioned if it was necessary to have the parking space in the front of the 

building. Given the fact that this is a historic house, she recommended that the front parking 

space be abandoned since there is sufficient parking located at the rear of the residence.  Mrs. 

Goodwin suggested that the applicant seek the guidance of the Historic Commission. 

 

John Hansen asked if this is going to be a single family home.  Mr. Sherry answered yes.  It will 

have 3 bedrooms with 2 full bathrooms.  

 

Mr. Sullivan reinforced Mr. Madden’s conclusion that this will advance the goals of 2009 Master 

Plan and the historic preservation perspective of the property.  These hamlets such as 

Potterstown, have been identified as historic districts.  The hamlets don’t follow the zoning rules 

that have evolved from the 1950’s.  When you see the zoning they don’t meet the setback, or lot 

sizes.  This property is one of those places.  It is consistent by having 2 uses in close proximity to 

others and in some cases on the same lot within this hamlet.   

 

 

Marygrace Flynn made a motion to approve the application signifying that they have sufficient 

parking on the side of the house and the parking space in the front of the building shall be 

removed and the conditions of the prior 1989 resolution relating to the mandatory parking in the 

front of the house be abolished.  Britt Simon seconded the motion. 

 

Mrs. Flynn  aye 
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Mrs. Goodwin  aye 

Mr. Simon  aye 

Mr. Stettner  aye 

Mr. Thompsonaye 

Chairman Denning      aye 

 

2. Merck Day Care Facility 

 Preliminary/Final Site Plan/D Variance 

 B. 4, L. 99 

 Action date:  January 13, 2013 

  

Chairman Denning announced that this matter has been carried without further notice to 

the public to November 15, 2012.  

  

J. ADJOURNMENT: 

  

 

 Britt Simon made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Marygrace Flynn seconded the 

motion.  Motion was carried with a vote of Ayes all, Nays none recorded.   

 

 Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 Linda Jacukowicz 
 


