
                                                                           
                                       READINGTON TOWNSHIIP BOARD OF HEALTH 

              August 20, 2014                                                                                                                             
                                                                         

            Chair William C. Nugent called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. and announced that all laws governing the  
            Open Public Meetings Act have been met and that this meeting has been duly advertised.       
            Attendance Roll Call:   
             Christina Albrecht   absent              Beatrice Muir            absent              Tanya Rohrbach    present  
             Jane Butula              absent         William C. Nugent    present             Wendy Sheay       present   
             Robert Colburn        present     
             Also in attendance:  Board of Health Engineer – Ferriero Engineering  
    Not in attendance:   Hunterdon County Division of Public Health             
                   
             A.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
            1.   Minutes of  6/18/14.  (-Albrecht, Rohrbach, Sheay vote).       
 Deferred. 
 
            2.   Minutes of  7/16/14. (-Muir, Sheay vote). 
 Deferred. 

       B.  CORRESPONDENCE 
                1.   Suspected Hazardous Discharge Notification letter dated 7/3/14 regarding oil heating 2.  

2.  Block 73/Lots 3.15 – Letter dated 7/14/14  – NJDEP – No Further Action Letter. 
3.  NJDEP – Final Surface Water Renewal Permit Action letter dated 7/22/14.  
4.  NJLINCS – EVD Guidance for international travelers, 8/19/14. 
 

        C.  OLD BUSINESS         
                1.   Block 56/Lot 14 –  Parker Engineering,  Adams, 128 Pulaski Road. – revisions per 7/16/14 BOH meeting. 
 
        D.  NEW BUSINESS 

 1.  Rabies Clinic – Saturday, October 25, 2014,  10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon,  @ Three Bridges Firehouse. 
 www.co.hunterdon.nj.us/health/rabiesclinics.htm 
      

  2.  Readington Township Emergency Preparedness Tabletop Exercise – Saturday, 11/1/14. 
        Chair Nugent stated that any of the board members wishing to be involved should contact Lorraine or Joel. 
                   

E.   APPROVALS   
                        
Time heard:  7:16 p.m. 
1.   Block  43/Lot  31 – Kurt Hoffman Engineering,  Gill,  3 Shade Lane  

       Escrow fees paid  7/7/14, ck. #876,  $750.00      
 Mr. Kurt Hoffman, NJ licensed engineer, Kurt Hoffman Engineering appeared before the board.  This application 

is for an existing 4 bedroom dwelling which is experiencing septic issues.  The home is not currently for sale, 
although there are future plans to do so.  This property has a pond in the front yard and a couple of streams that  
bisect the front yard to the rear yard.  Soil logs were performed in the rear of the property, soil log 1 with the 
pit bail and soil log 2 which was utilized for the septic design.  The well is inside the house due to an addition 
being put on the house.  The proposed system is a pump system which the homeowner is aware of including 
the deed restriction.  The septic and pump tanks will be outside the 100’ well circle, which puts the tanks in the 
proximity of the existing stream.  They are requesting a waiver for the distance from tanks to stream, they could 
only achieve a 55’ distance while maintaining the 100’ from the well.  A letter from  Jeff Tariela, 6/20/14 concludes 
that no freshwater wetlands, freshwater wetland transition areas or State open waters were present on or within 50’ of 
the proposed disposal system for Block 43/Lot 31.  Also per notice requirements,  a signed notice which was  
presented to the owner of Block 43/Lot 4, Robert and Lisa Wargo, the nearest downstream property owner has 
been provided.  Per HCHD letter the pump requires approval from the Board of Health and deed restriction, which 
has been explained and agreed upon by the homeowner. 
There was some discussion of an original HCHD letter dated 7/17/14 which included a statement regarding the 
distance from the well to the tank that was not carried through to the following HCHD letter dated 7/30/14.  Also 
discussed was the placement of the tanks due to the 100’ well circle, and the proximity to the stream. 
Mr. Hoffman stated the stream is about 1 – 2’ wide, with about  4’ banks at the end.   It eventually flows into  
Chambers Brook.   

http://www.co.hunterdon.nj.us/health/rabiesclinics.htm
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There was some discussion of break out in the yard in somewhat close proximity to the well. 
Mr. Hoffman testified that the proposed system presented to the board this evening for Block 43/Lot 31 is a 
tremendous improvement over the existing system at this residence.  As specified in Note #5. The septic tank 
requires maintenance and should be pumped every three years or as necessary.  The 6” effluent filter should also  
be removed and cleaned during the pumping or as needed. 
Chair Nugent asked if Mr. Kosinski had any thoughts regarding monolithic tanks? 
Mr. Kosinski stated that as Mr. Hoffman indicated the state has changed the code in 2012 to have the water 
tightness certified after the tank is installed rather than certified from the factory so it is an added factor of safety 
of leakage from the tank, a little added assurance.  Even if it were a 2 piece tank it still has to be vacuum tested 
and in some way certified for water tightness after it is put in place, whether it is a 1 or 2 piece tank.  The tanks 
tanks are more than double the distance from the state open water that the state code requires, they may not meet 
the township code requirements but they certainly meet the separation distance to the stream that the state requires. 
Chair Nugent asked if risers and locking covers are required ? 
Mr. Hoffman stated yes.  For the tank itself, they come back when its completed for the as built.  The supplier 
typically does the certification for water tightness when it is completely done, riser, bed, everything. 
Chair Nugent stated that this application is requesting a waiver from township ordinance that stipulates that a  
setback distance from the stream to septic components should be in excess of 100’.  This is an alteration to correct  
a malfunctioning system being brought more in compliance with the code than it currently is, this board may grant 
that waiver.  The board recommends that a well test be performed for potability. 
Chair Nugent asked if there were any questions from the board.   
There were no questions or comments. 
A MOTION was made by Ms. Sheay for approval as follows:  
Block:       43  Lot : 31 
Street location:     3 Shade Lane   # of Bedrooms:   4 
Name of owner:   Daphne Gill      
Map Title:            Septic Design for Gill, BL 43, LT 31,  Readington Township  Hunterdon County, NJ 
# Pages(map):     1 - 6 
Map Date:           7/1/14,  Revision:  7/23/14 
Prepared By:       Kurt Hoffman, P.E. 
Survey(s):           Location survey and  

              Topographical:  Newton Land Surveyor,  6/27/14 
Report(s):           Hunterdon County Dept. of Public Safety Div. of  Public Health  Svcs.,  7/17/14,  7/30/14. 
Proposed System Specifications:    Alteration with no expansion, fill enclosed, mounded  soil replacement,  
1300 gallon pump tank and a 1300 gallon 2 compartment septic tank.   
Soil testing results: 6/17/14, Soil log 1, @  120”,  no mottling,  seepage @ 100”.  Soil log 2,  @  124”,  mottling  
@ 42.  Permeability was pit bail 1-1 , 6/17/14 @ 111”, K=0.45”/hour.  Regional ground water determined by soil  
log 2, mottling @ 42”.  A wetland report dated 6/20/14 from  Jeff  Tareila concludes that there are no freshwater  
wetlands, freshwater wetland transition areas or State open waters on or within 50’ of the proposed disposal system  
on Block 43/Lot 31.  A waiver is granted for the installation of a pump.  The applicant must file a deed restriction  
recorded at the County Clerk’s office, and a copy will be returned to the BOH office within 90 days.   The applicant 
is aware of the pump and effluent filter maintenance requirements .    A setback distance waiver is granted from the 
proposed system to the existing stream, the distance is 55’.  The township ordinance is 100’.  Notice has been given 
to the adjoining neighbors Mr. and Mrs. Wargo, with no issue.  Testimony from the applicants engineer Mr. Kurt  
Hoffman that the  proposed system will be fully conforming to the state code, and more conforming to the township 
code than the existing system.  The tank certification  for water tightness should be confirmed as being performed  
after the risers have been installed for both the pump and septic tanks.  The design plans  specification of the  
monolithic tanks is hereby required.  The engineer will provide 3 copies of the revised page 1 of the design map 
within 5 business days. 
Chair Nugent asked if there were any questions from the board. 
There were no questions or comments. 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Colburn.    On roll call vote, the following was recorded:                                     
Mr. Colburn   Aye                 Ms. Rohrbach     Aye              Ms. Sheay   Aye             Chair Nugent     Aye  
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The following application was not heard.  
2.   Block 56/Lot 11 – Kurt Hoffman Engineering,  Garboski,  5 Thor Solberg Road 

       Escrow fees paid  7/16/14, ck. #4881,  $750.00      
 
 

Time heard:  8:19 p.m. 
 3.   Block 74/Lot 4.03 –  J. H. Kearney, Marshall, 112 Rockafellow’s Mill Road.                              
       Escrow fees paid  8/1/14, ck.#4145,  $750.00       

Mr. John Kearney,  NJ licensed engineer appeared before the board.  This is a 3 bedroom home, under contract to 
sell, the existing system failed a septic inspection.  The proposed system is a mounded pressure dosed fill enclosed 

 1,000 gallon single compartment pump tank, a filter will be installed if the configuration allows.   
There was some discussion of what would constitute an upgrade/modification  to the tank and therefore require an 
effluent filter. 
 Mr. Kearney stated that the current homeowner was advised of the pump system deed restriction requirements, and 
 he would call the prospective buyer to inform them also.  Regarding the soil logs which are shown on the plan at 
4 locations,  2 of them, soil logs 1 and 2 enclosed within the perimeters of the bed.  Soil log 1 was dug to a depth of 
112”, soil log 4 had much better infiltration, expanded into a basin flood.  It was determined to go back to the first 
pit and dug alongside to about 8’.  Soil log 3 was no better.  Soil log 4 was opened up an the material found to be 
more substantial, a more sandy loose loamy material.   There was no pooling or ponding.  That test was completed 
and deepened to a depth of refusal at 113”, they deepened  the abandoned basin flood 1 which went down another 
6 – 7” and hit refusal, so at that point they had soil logs 1, 2 and 4 at 113” at refusal, so abandoned soil log 3. 
Mottling was found in all of them at about 40”, almost paralleling the finding with the impervious layer at about 40”. 
All of the soil logs were deeper than required at 40”, so they proposed a system that will be about 3.5’ above existing 
grade, fill enclosed, pump, pressure dosed. 
Chair Nugent asked if there were any questions from the board.   
Mr. Colburn asked about General Note 2., and  3. 
Mr. Kearney stated  those notes can be deleted, they apply to a gravity only system. 
There were no questions or comments. 
A MOTION was made by Ms. Sheay for approval as follows:  
Block:       74  Lot : 4.03   Street location:     112 Rockafellows Mill Road        # of Bedrooms:   3 
Name of owner:   Patricia Marshall       
Map Title:            Septic Design for Patricial Marshall in Readington Township  Hunterdon County, NJ 
# Pages(map):     1 - 4 
Map Date:           7/21/14, 8/1/14 
Prepared By:       John H. Kearney, P.E. 
Survey(s):           Location survey and  

              Topographical:  Bohren and Bohren,  7/11/14 
Report(s):           Hunterdon County Dept. of Public Safety Div. of  Public Health  Svcs.,  8/4/14. 
Proposed System Specifications:    Alteration with no expansion, pressure dosed, select fill, mounded  soil  
replacement, existing tank upgraded if possible with effluent filter, 1000 gallon pump tank .    
Soil testing results: 7/8/14, Soil log 1, @  112”, mottling @ 40”, no groundwater.   Soil log 3,  @  96”,  mottling  
@ 40, no groundwater.  Soil log 4,  @  113”,  mottling @ 40, no groundwater.    Permeability was basin flood 2 in  
soil log 4, 7/8/14, passing, depth 84”.  Regional zone of saturation 40” in soil logs 1, 3, and 4.  
Wetlands testimony from the applicant engineer was that there are no freshwater wetlands, freshwater wetland  
transition areas or State open waters on or within 150’ of the proposed disposal system.   A waiver is granted for 
the installation of a pump.  The applicant must file a deed restriction recorded at the County Clerk’s office, and a  
copy will be returned to the BOH office within 90 days.   The applicant is aware of the pump maintenance  
requirements .     
The motion was seconded by Ms. Rohrbach.     On roll call vote, the following was recorded:                      
Mr. Colburn   Aye                 Ms. Rohrbach     Aye              Ms. Sheay   Aye             Chair Nugent     Aye  

 
 Mr. Kearney thanked  the board. 
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Time heard:  8:45 p.m. 
4.   Block 63/Lot 10 –  Frey Engineering, Flood/Qutierrez , 155 West Woodschurch Road.                              

       Escrow fees paid  7/10/14, ck.#102,  $750.00      
Mr. Jim Hill, Frey Engineering and  NJ and NY licensed engineer appeared before the board with Mr. John Sullivan.  
Mr. James Mantz, P.E. and L.S. was also in attendance ,  did the soil logs several years ago, and will testify regarding 
the soil log characteristics.   The applicant intends to replace the existing 4 bedroom home with a 5 bedroom home. 
Due to the size of the property, the location of the home had to be moved in order to comply with setback distances. 
The existing well will be maintained, a well test was conducted and meets the current standards for a home.   
A slightly mounded system is proposed,  2’ on one side, 4’ on the other due to the slope of the ground.  A 
preliminary wetland investigation determined that there was a very tiny wetland area in the top northwest corner of 
the property to which a 150’ buffer  was applied, the septic system and design were done outside of that circle. 
There was some discussion of the location of one of the tanks being just inside the 100’ circle. 
Mr. Hill stated that the location could be moved completely outside the 100’ circle. 
Mr. Colburn asked about  the tank description on pg. 1 as a Flemington pre-cast and also as a Modern Flemington 
tank ?   Also, the septic tank man hole is flush with the finish grade, and is ‘traffic bearing’ ? 
Mr. Hill stated that they would take the word ‘modern’ out, and also the ‘traffic bearing’. 
Mr. Qutierrez testified that there are no plans to drive anything larger than a riding lawnmower over the tank. 
Mr. Mantz stated that regarding to the original application date of  June 2010, due to the wetlands investigation, the  
homeowner at that time decided not to go ahead with the submission.  As far as the soils testing results, for soil log 1 
which is the northern most log in the primary area had top soil, silt loam down to 33”, @ 33” had a clay loam to 64”, 
and from 64 – 118” was non-soil shale.  Seepage in the soil log based on the 8 week testing from 2/19/10 – 4/19/10 
the regional zone of saturation was set at 48 ½”, the highest reading in soil log 1.  Soil log #5 was essentially the 
same thing, 0 – 8” topsoil;  8 – 24” silt loam;  24 – 67” clay loam;  67” – 137” non soil.   Mottling was observed at 
60”,  that log was on the southerly end of the primary bed.   

 There was some discussion of the location of the beds on both sets of plans, 2010 and current. 
 Chair Nugent asked what the setback from the bed to the property line is?  and the  setback from the proposed bed 
 and soil log 3 where the basin flood that failed was ? 
 Mr. Hill stated 20’ to the bed and 45’ from the soil log to the property line on the new plans.  For soil log 3, from the 
 edge of the bed corner is about 105’. 
 Chair Nugent asked for the soil log 5 characteristics for the primary. 
 Mr. Mantz stated that the soil log characteristics were 0 – 8” topsoil, 8 – 24” silt loam, 24 – 67” clay loam, 67 – 137” 
 non-soil shale, with mottling at 60” in soil log 5.  Basin flood 3 in soil log 5 was conducted 2/15/10 – 2/16/10  

@ 108”, with 2 acceptable fill ins with water evacuating within 24 hours.   Test #1 in soil log 3 was conducted at 
17.58’ and didn’t move at all, probably due to the proximity to the wetlands and the clay didn’t allow the water to 
move.  Basin flood 3 in soil log 5 evacuated in record time.  Regarding the reserve system, built around soil logs 6 
and 7,  soil log 6 is at the easterly end of the reserve area, 0 -6” was top soil, 6 – 28” silt loam, 28 – 70” clay loam, 
70 – 131” was non soil or shale with mottling at 26”, seasonal high water table was at 26” based on mottling.  Soil 
log 7 was 0 - 8” was top soil, 8 – 26” silt loam, 26 – 72” clay loam, 72 – 130” was non soil or shale with mottling at 
26”, seasonal high water table was at 26” based on mottling.  Permeability was basin flood 4 in soil log 7 @ 10.83’ 
which was filled at 9:30 a.m., 400 gallons, was dry at 10:55.  A second filling at 11:05 a.m. was dry at 1:00 p.m. 
Chair Nugent asked if there were a concern that the primary may have exhibited higher water than the mottling 
indicates? 
Mr. Mantz stated that the seasonal high water in the primary was based on actual 8 week ground water test, the  
depth in the reserve was based on mottling @ 26”.  The depth of 48” of seasonal high water  in the primary system 
is a reasonable number. 
Chair Nugent thanked Mr. Mantz and asked the board if there were any questions regarding the 2010 soils testing? 
There was no response from the board. 
Chair Nugent asked Mr. Hill regarding of the relocation of the septic tanks outside of the well circle, what sheets of 
his plans require revision? 
Mr. Hill stated sheet 1.   
Mr. Sullivan stated that the proposed septic tank will be about 87’ from the existing well, outside the indicated 50’ 
ring.  It can be pushed out to meeting the 100’ requirement. 
There was some discussion of  the board accepting  revisions within 5 business days.    
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Chair Nugent asked if there were any further questions or comments from the board members or engineering firm? 
Mr. Kosinski stated that he was pleased to see that delineation was performed by a qualified wetlands professional 
although not submitted originally, but has Soil Conservation District approval. The DEP has the final word regarding  
the wetlands delineation, regardless of what any qualified professional may tell you is the position of the wetlands. 
A MOTION was made by Ms. Sheay for approval as follows:   
Block:       63  Lot : 10    Street location:     155 West Woodschurch Road    # of Bedrooms:   5 
Name of owner:   Chris Flood       
Map Title:            Plan and Details Replacement Residential Septic System 155 West Woodschurch Road 
# Pages(map):     1 – 4     Map Date:           7/21/14, 8/1/14 
Prepared By:       James Hill, P.E.   Testimony provided by James Mantz, P.E., original soil testing/plans in 2010. 
Survey(s):           Location survey and  

              Topographical:  Patrick H. Fatton, Heritage Engineering,  3/26/14 
Report(s):           Ferriero Engr. 7/29/14; Frey Engr. 7/8/14, 8/4/14;  email dated 7/9/14 from Bob Vaccarella, HCDH.  
Proposed System Specifications:    New construction of a 5 bedroom home, proposed system is a pressure dosed,  
mounded  soil replacement, installation of a 1500 gallon 2 compartment septic tank, 1750 gallon pump tank.     
Soil testing results: Primary area, 2/15/2010,  Soil log 1, @  118”, mottling @ 60”, no seepage.    Soil log 5,   
@  137”,  mottling @ 60, no seepage.   8 weeks of in season groundwater monitoring was done 2/19/10 – 4/9/10.   
The highest ground water was in soil log 1 on 4/2/10 @ 48.5”.  Permeability was basin flood 3 in soil log 5, depth 9’,  
2/15/10 – 2/16/10. Regional zone of saturation 48.5” in soil logs 1.  
Reserve area,  2/16/2010,  Soil log 6, @  131”, mottling @ 26”, no seepage.    Soil log 7,  @  130”,  mottling @ 26,  
no seepage.   8 weeks of in season groundwater monitoring was done 2/19/10 – 4/9/10.  The highest ground water  
was in soil log 6 on 4/2/10 @ 50”.  Regional ground water in soil logs 6 and 7.  
Permeability was basin flood 4 in soil log 7, depth  10.83’, passing.   
A well test was provided to the board with passing results, 8/13/14. 
Wetlands delineation report from  Environmental Technology dated 4/30/14, wetlands may be classified as 
exceptional resource value, based on the NJ Landscaped project requiring the transitional area of 150’.   Soil  
Conservation District certified the Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Plan in a letter dated 7/22/14 and 
provided a letter of conditional certification. 
The board is granting a waiver for the installation of a deed restricted pump tank.  The applicant must file a 
deed restriction with the County Clerk’s office and return a copy to the BOH office within 90 days.  The  
applicant is aware of the maintenance and reporting requirements.   
The following revisions will be submitted to the BOH office within 5 business days: 

• Add deed restriction and correct the effluent filter detail to sheet 1.  
• Relocate the septic tank outside the 100’ on sheet 1. 
• Add the word ‘West’ to the street name. 
• Typos to be corrected. 
• Remove ‘traffic bearing’ from sheet 1. 
• Remove ‘modern’ regarding tank manufacturer from sheet 1. 
• Correspondence from Ferriero Engr.; report dated 7/1/10. 

Three copies of the  revised plans should be provided to the BOH secretary within 5 business days. 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Colburn.     On roll call vote, the following was recorded:                      
Mr. Colburn   Aye                 Ms. Rohrbach     Aye              Ms. Sheay   Aye             Chair Nugent     Aye  
 
F.    ADJOURNMENT               
A MOTION was made by Mr. Colburn to adjourn at 10:00 pm, seconded by Ms. Rohrbach with a 
vote of Ayes all, Nays none recorded.  
 

         Respectfully submitted: 

 

 
        Lorraine Petzinger 


	B.  CORRESPONDENCE

