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 THE READINGTON MUSEUMS 
MUSEUM COMMITTEE  

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 
January 5, 2009  

 
Chairman Jim Horvath called the meeting to order at 7:39 p.m.  He announced that all laws governing the 
Open Public Meetings Act had been met and that the meeting had been duly advertised. 
 
PRESENT: Jim Horvath, Erin Brennan, Betty Ann Fort, Joyce Lykes, Nancy O’Malley, and Museum 
Administrator Amy Hollander. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Betty Ann Fort moved to approve the minutes from the meeting held on 
December 4, 2008, as amended.  Nancy O’Malley seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously 
passed. 
 
ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS:   
 
 Chairman:  Jim Horvath asked for nominations for Chairman of the Committee.  Betty Ann 
nominated Jim Horvath and moved that the nominations be closed.  Joyce Lykes seconded the motion.  
The motion was unanimously passed and it was unanimously  
 

RESOLVED, that Jim Horvath be appointed Chairman of the Museum Committee to 
serve until the next organizational meeting currently scheduled for January 2010. 

 
 Vice-Chairman:  Jim then asked for nominations for Vice-Chairman.  Erin Brennan nominated 
Betty Ann and moved that the nominations be closed.  Nancy O’Malley seconded the motion.  The 
motion was unanimously passed and it was unanimously  
 

RESOLVED, that Betty Ann Fort be appointed Vice-Chairman of the Museum 
Committee to serve until the next organizational meeting currently scheduled for January 
2010. 
 

 Secretary:  Jim then asked for nominations for Secretary.  Betty Ann nominated Erin Brennan and 
moved that the nominations be closed.  Joyce seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously passed 
and it was unanimously  
 

RESOLVED, that Erin Brennan be appointed Secretary of the Museum Committee to 
serve until the next organizational meeting currently scheduled for January 2010. 

 
Change of Meeting Dates:  Joyce moved that the Thursday meeting be changed to Mondays so 

that the Administrator could attend the meetings.  Nancy seconded the motion.  The Committee therefore 
unanimously 

 
RESOLVED, that commencing January 5, 2009, the regular meetings of the Readington 
Township Museums Committee be held the first Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m. and 
the third Saturday of each month at 9:30 a.m.; and it was 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that in the event the first Monday of a month falls on a public 
holiday, the meeting of the Committee shall be held on the next business day. 
 



minutes_Jan 5th_2008.doc Page 2 

Erin will inform the Township Administrator of the change in meeting dates and ask that the 
dates be advertised. 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:  The Committee discussed the Administrator’s agenda items.   
 
 Chairs:   Amy Hollander noted that the Museum was given several 18th and 19th century chairs by 
John and Dorothea Baka.  The donation, which was given in December 2008 as an unrestricted gift, 
consisted of:  (i) a flax winder ca. 1800-1820; (ii) two Bergen County chairs (brown), circa fourth quarter 
of the 18th century; (iii) an 18th century Bergen County chair (black); (iv) an 18th century Bergen County 
youth chair (black); (v) a black chair with ball finials, circa 1810-1840; and (vi) an 18th century New 
England Windsor chair.  The Bakas estimate the total value to be approximately $1400.  Betty Ann 
moved that the Administrator’s acceptance of the gift be ratified and it was unanimously 
 

RESOLVED, that the Administrator’s acceptance on December 30, 2008 of the 
unrestricted gift consisting of six (6) chairs dating from the late 18th through early 19th 
century and one (1) flax winder dating from the early 19th century, all as elsewhere 
described in these minutes and having an aggregate estimated value of approximately 
$1,400, be authorized, approved and ratified; and it was 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Committee hereby expresses its gratitude to John and 
Dorothea Baka for their generous gift to the Museums. 

 
 Ebersole Hall House (“EHH”) Roof:  Amy informed the Committee that A+ Roofing’s bid to 
replace the EHH roof was accepted.  With sawn shingles, the bid amounted to $9,100.  Amy noted that 
the contractor requires a 50% non-refundable deposit and the remainder of the amount upon completion; 
in addition, he wishes to start by January 26, 2009.  Betty Ann moved that a recommendation be made to 
the Township Committee that A+’s bid be approved as soon as possible.  Nancy seconded the motion and 
it was unanimously 
 

RESOLVED, that a recommendation be made to the Township Committee that A+’s bid 
to replace the EHH roof be approved as soon as possible. 
 

 Betty Ann further suggested that she, Jim and the Administrator meet with A+ at EHH in order to 
make A+ aware of areas at the site that require particular care so as not to cause damage to the new 
plaster inside.  Jim also noted that the roof replacement must be approved by the Historic Preservation 
Commission.  He will get an application. 
 
 High Chair:  The Administrator informed the Committee that she had given the purchase order 
for a Dutch high chair that had been authorized by the Committee to the Township Finance Office on 
December 11, 2008.  She informed the Finance Office that the check for the high chair had to be issued 
forthwith as the vendor was holding the item for the Museums.  She further advised that the purchase did 
not have to be approved by the Township Committee as the funds were coming from the Museum Trust.  
The check was not issued until December 31.  Betty Ann and Nancy will speak with Tom Carrow about 
purchases made with Museum Trust monies 
 
 Floor Cloths:  The Administrator then presented information on a crafter who makes “floor 
cloths”, or canvas that had been painted and used as a type of rug in 18th century houses, as a potential 
open house event.  The Committee did not think that such a demonstration would work well at the 
Bouman Stickney Farmstead (“BSF”); however the Committee will consider a “faux floor cloth” for the 
BSF kitchen (i.e., painting the kitchen floor to look like a floor cloth). 
 



Office Organization: The Administrator requested help from the Committee with organizing the
Museum office and its collections. Betty Ann will speak with the Township to determine if they have any
surplus file or other cabinets and Committee members will help Amy as needed.

OLD BUSINESS:

St. Nicholas Day Event: The Committee and the Administrator discussed the success of the St.
Nicholas Day event held at BSF on December 7. The event had been very successful, with higher
attendance than at several other open houses. Members of the Committee suggested that (i) children’s
activities; (ii) possible Dutch heritage of ReMington residents; (iii) multiple events; (iv) advertisement of
the event on the "Foodways" website; and (v) the holiday season may be causes for the success.

Book Sales: Jim reported that 160 copies of the Readington book had been sold to date, but that
some employees at the Municipal Building expressed a desire to cease selling the book. Jim and Betty
Ann will speak with Tom Carrow.

February Open House: The Committee agreed that the February open house be moved from
February 1 to February 8 to accommodate the schedules of the Administrator and the crafter.

NEW BUSINESS:

Stanton Stories: Jim informed the Committee that he had purchased a copy of the DVD "Stanton
Stories" for the Museums. In addition, Charles Scammel, the creator of the DVD and a Stanton resident,
expressed an interest in giving a lecture on the subject. Amy noted that the June lecture was still open.
Jim will contact Mr. Scammel.

Extension of Barn Rentals: The Committee discussed ways to introduce caterers to the potential
of the barn and BSF property for outdoor events. Jim will invite representatives from The Country Picnic
to the February meeting to discuss what could be done.

ADJOURNMENT: Betty Ann moved that the meeting be adjourned. Nancy seconded the motion. The
meeting was adjourned 8:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted
Erin Brerman, Secretary of the Museum Committee
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