
 

READINGTON TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

  MEETING – September 2, 2014  

 

 

Mayor Allen calls the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. announcing that all laws governing the Open Public 

Meetings Act have been met and that this meeting has been duly advertised. 

 

PRESENT:                 Mayor J. Allen, Deputy Mayor B. Muir, Mr. T. Auriemma, Mrs. B. Fort,   

   Mr. F. Gatti  

                                  

ALSO PRESENT:     Administrator Mekovetz, Attorney S. Dragan, Township Engineer R. O’Brien 

 

ABSENT:                  None  

                 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:    

 

Clerk read the following Resolution: 

 

RESOLUTION 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

    

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., the Open Public Meetings Act, permits the exclusion of the public 

from a meeting in certain circumstances; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Committee is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist and 

desires to authorize the exclusion of the public from the portion of the meeting in accordance with the 

act;  

 

  NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

 Readington, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey as follows: 

 

1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the specified subject matter as 

set forth in the following Exhibit “A.” 

 

EXHIBIT A 

         Date Anticipated When 

Subject Matter       Basis Of Public Exclusion           Disclosed to Public 

 

    Municipal Court…………………....  Personnel………………………..   Certain information at  the discretion of    

                        the Township Committee tonight…other   

            information will remain confidential  

Police Department…………………    Personnel………………………………..      “          “             “ 

 

White Collar Teamsters….. ………… Contract Negotiations……………………    “           “             “ 

Union No. 469 

 

Cooperative Pricing Agreement…….. Contract Negotiations……………………    “           “             “ 

HGACBuy 

 

Block 66, Lot 53 (Reno) …………….. Contract Negotiations……………………    “           “             “ 

 

PNC v. LeMieux-Holck …………….. Contract Negotiations……………………    “           “             “ 

(408 South Branch Drive) 

 

Executive Session Minutes…………   Attorney-Client Privilege…………….……..   “        “            “ 

  August 4, 2014 

  August 11, 2014 

 

Ryland Developers, LLC v…………. Litigation………………………………        “                “           “ 

Readington Township 
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 Block 48, Lot 23; Block 55, Lot 33;  

Block 56, Lots 1, 3, 6 & 8; Block 39,  

Lot 24 & Block 67, Lot 2  

(Solberg Aviation)...............................  Litigation...................................................     “            “          “    
                     

 It is anticipated at this time that the stated subject matter will be made public on or about the time set 

forth in Exhibit “A.” 

 

2. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mrs. Fort to adopt this resolution, seconded by Mrs. Muir with a vote of ayes 

all, nays none recorded. 

 

The meeting reconvened at  7:48 p.m. 

 

Mayor Allen led those present in the Salute to the Flag. 

 

Executive Session: 

 

Personnel / Municipal Court 

 

A MOTION was made by Mrs. Fort to hire Kimberly Marino as the Municipal Court Administrator at 

an annual salary of $50,000 plus a $3,000 stipend for call outs, with a one year probationary period 

effective September 2, 2014, seconded by Mr. Auriemma and on Roll Call vote the following was 

recorded: 

 

Mr. Auriemma - Aye 

Mrs. Fort  - Aye 

Mr. Gatti   - Aye 

Mrs. Muir - Aye 

Mayor Allen  - Aye   

 

Personnel / Police Department 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Auriemma to approve Patrolman Patrick Brown as a permanent 

Patrolman in addition to progress him to the next grade level as per Article XV, seconded by Mrs. Fort 

and on Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 

 

Mr. Auriemma - Aye 

Mrs. Fort  - Aye 

Mr. Gatti   - Aye 

Mrs. Muir - Aye 

Mayor Allen  - Aye   

 

Contract Negotiations / White Collar Teamsters Local Union No. 469 

 

Mayor Allen stated that this matter remains in Executive Session. 

 

Contract Negotiations / Cooperative Pricing Agreement / HGACBuy 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Auriemma to approve the contract to join the HGACBuy, seconded by 

Mrs. Fort and on Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 

 

Mr. Auriemma - Aye 

Mrs. Fort  - Aye 

Mr. Gatti   - Aye 

Mrs. Muir - Aye 

Mayor Allen  - Aye   
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Contract Negotiations / Block 66, Lot 53 (Reno) 

 

Mayor Allen recused herself from this matter. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Gatti to authorize obtaining an appraisal on the property, seconded by 

Mrs. Fort and on Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 

 

Mr. Auriemma - Aye 

Mrs. Fort  - Aye 

Mr. Gatti   - Aye 

Deputy Mayor Muir - Aye 

 

Contract Negotiations / PNC v. LeMieux-Holck (408 South Branch Drive) 

 

A MOTION was made by Mrs. Fort to approve the form of contract for the purchase of this COAH unit, 

seconded by Mr. Gatti and on Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 

 

Mr. Auriemma - Aye 

Mrs. Fort  - Aye 

Mr. Gatti   - Aye 

Mrs. Muir - Aye 

Mayor Allen  - Aye   

 

Attorney-Client Privilege / Executive Session Minutes / August 4, 2014 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Auriemma to approve the Executive Session Minutes of August 4, 2014 

for content only, seconded by Mrs. Fort with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded.   

 

Attorney-Client Privilege / Executive Session Minutes / August 11, 2014 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Gatti to approve the Executive Session Minutes of August 11, 2014 for 

content only, seconded by Mrs. Muir with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded.   

 

Litigation / Ryland Developers, LLC V. Township of Readington 

 

Mayor Allen stated that this matter remains in Executive Session. 

 

Litigation / Solberg Aviation / Block 48, Lot 23; Block 55, Lot 33; Block 56, Lot 1, 3, 6 & 8; Block 39, 

Lot 24 and Block 67, Lot 2  

 

Mayor Allen stated that this matter remains in Executive Session. 

 

Mayor Allen stated that the Executive Session was amended to add the following matter: 

 

Litigation / 388 Route Readington  Holdings, LLC 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Gatti to appoint Trishka Waterbury Cecil from the firm of Mason Griffin 

Pierson to represent the Township in this matter, seconded by Mrs. Fort and on Roll Call vote the 

following was recorded: 

 

Mr. Auriemma - Aye 

Mrs. Fort  - Aye 

Mr. Gatti   - Aye 

Mrs. Muir - Aye 

Mayor Allen  - Aye   
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CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

Mayor Allen read the following statement: 

 

All items listed with an asterisk “*” are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will 

be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a  

committee member or citizen requests, in which event the item will be removed from the General Order 

of Business and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. 

 

   *   1.          APPROVAL OF MINUTES of meeting of August 4, 2014 & August 11, 2014 

 

*      2.  Resolution Authorizing Participation in the National Cooperative with the 

 Houston Galveston Area Council “H-GAC” Vendors 

 

  The following resolution was offered for consideration: 

 

#R-2014-89 

 

 

AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN THE NATIONAL COOPERATIVE WITH THE 

HOUSTON GALVESTON AREA COUNCIL "H-GAC" VENDORS 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 52:34-6.2 (b) P.L. 2011, c.l39 was enacted into law permitting 

agencies to use national purchasing cooperatives; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Township of Readington desires to participate in National Cooperative 

established by Houston Galveston Area Council "H-GAC" in order to effect substantial economies 

in the purchase of materials, supplies and services; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is the Township of Readington intent to utilize these contracts on as needed 

basis during the Houston Galveston Area Council "H-GAC" Contract terms; and 

 
WHEREAS,  the Township of Readington may enter into contractual agreements with 

the above referenced Houston Galveston Area Council "H-GAC" Vendors through this resolution 

and properly executed contracts/purchase orders, which shall be subject to all the conditions 

applicable to the current New Jersey Local State Public Contracts Law; and 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Township Committee of the 

Township of Readington, New Jersey authorizes the Administrator/Purchasing Agent  to 

purchase certain goods or services from various approved Houston Galveston Area Council "H-

GAC" Vendors pursuant to all conditions of the individual contracts and in compliance with New 

Jersey State Public Contracts Law; and 
 

 

BE IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that the Houston Galveston Area Council "H-GAC" 

vendors and their corresponding contracts may change during the timeframe indicated below and 

that the Administrator/Purchasing Agent is hereby authorized to make the necessary adjustments as 

may be required for the Township to continue its routine procurement practices throughout the 

indicated timeframe; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the duration of the contracts between the Township of 

Readington and Houston Galveston Area Council "H-GAC" Vendors shall be for the time period 
reference in the Houston Galveston Area Council "H-GAC" Contract. 

 

  *      3. Release of Escrow / National Realty Corporation (Block 14, Lot 29) 

 

  *      4. Release of Escrow / Hess Corporation (Block 95, Lot 1) 
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  *      5. Release of Escrow / Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club 

 

  *      6. Discharge of Repayment Mortgage / Hill (Block 34, Lot 36.137) 

 

  *      7. Discharge of Repayment Mortgage / Discharge of Affordable Housing    

  Agreement / Winseck  formerly Lucas (Block 21.04, Lot 502.03 

  *   8. Tax Lien Redemption 

 

  The following resolution was offered for consideration: 

 

   READINGTON TOWNSHIP 

 

HUNTERDON COUNTY, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

RESOLUTION 
 

  WHEREAS, an interested party has paid to the Tax Collector the amount 

 necessary to redeem the lien on Block 36, Lot 59  and, 

 

  WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Tax Collector to refund to the lienholderthe 

 redemption amount. 

 

  NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee that 

 the Treasurer be authorized to refund the redemption amount of $118,446.34,plus a premium 

 paid in the amount of $26,000.00, known as Tax Sale Certificate#11-09, to the lienholder, US 

 Bank – Custodian for Crestar Capital, LLC. 
 

  *  9. Payment of Bills – (Complete bill list is on file in Clerk’s Office) 

  Fund Description          Fund No. Received Total 
   

  CURRENT FUND   4-01  $1,662,277.83 

  SEWER APPROPRIATIONS 4-02  $   154,032.46 

  TRUST FUNDS   X-03  $   164,273.24 

  MISC REFUND, COUNTY TAX,   

  LIENS     X-05  $   188,109.63 

  PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS  X-06  $   402,636.84 

  REG. & LOCAL SCHOOL TAX X-07  $5,373,222.00 

  DUE TO STATE OF NJ  X-09  $       4,439.72 

  CAPITAL    X-10  $       1,300.00 

  CAPITAL     X-11  $   204,310.16 

  CAPITAL    X-14  $   394,231.47 

   

  TOTAL OF ALL FUNDS               $8,548,833.35 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Gatti to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Mrs. Muir and on 

Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 

 

Mr. Auriemma - Aye 

Mrs. Fort  - Aye 

Mr. Gatti   - Aye 

Mrs. Muir - Aye 

Mayor Allen  - Aye   

  

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC for items listed on the agenda only 

 

There were none. 
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CORRESPONDENCE / OTHER INFORMATION 

 

1.  Notice of Public Hearings from Brian MacLean, VP of Operations, Pivotal Utility 

 Holdings, Inc. d/b/a Elizabethtown Gas In the Matter of the 2014/2015 Annual 

 Compliance Filing for the Universal Service Fund and Lifeline Program 

 Components within the Societal Benefits Charge Rate Pursuant to N.J.S.A.  

 48:2-21 and N.J.S.A. 48:-21.1.  No action taken. 

 

2.  Notice of Public Hearings from Brian MacLean, VP of Operations, Pivotal Utility 

 Holdings, Inc. d/b/a Elizabethtown Gas Regarding a Petition with the New Jersey Board 

 of Public Utilities to Decrease its Current BGSS-P Rate from $0.6241 per therm to 

 $0.5045 per therm, a Decrease of 10.1% to the Typical Residential Customer Using 100 

 therms.  No action taken. 

 

3.  Notice of Public Hearings from Brian MacLean, VP of Operations, Pivotal Utility 

 Holdings, Inc. d/b/a Elizabethtown Gas Regarding a Petition with the New Jersey Board 

 of Public Utilities  to Increase the Energy Efficiency Progam Rider Rate from 

 $0.0000 per therm, inclusive of applicable taxes, to $0.0088 per therm, inclusive of 

 applicable taxes, Effective December 1, 2013.  No action taken. 

 

4.  Notice to Public Service Electric and Gas Company Customers regarding The Matter of 

 the Petition of Public Service Electric and Gas Company to Continue its Energy 

 Efficiency Economic Extension Program on a Regulated Basis (“EEE Extension II”). 

   No action taken. 

 

5.  Memorandum dated August 21, 2014 from Robert Brassard, Municipal Clerk, 

 Township of Tewksbury regarding the following: 

 

 An Ordinance of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of 

New Jersey to Amend and Supplement the Township of Tewksbury 

Development Regulations Ordinance, Specifically Article II, “Purposes” to Add 

New Subsection “U”; Article III, “Definitions” to Add New Definitions to 

Section 301, “Words and Terms Defined”; and Article VII, “Zoning 

Provisions” to Add “Solar or Photovoltaic Energy Facilities and Structures “as 

a New Category in the Permitted Accessory Uses for the Lamington District, 

Farmland Preservation District, Piedmont District, R-1.5 Residential District, 

South Oldwick Residential District, Village Resident District, Village 

Residential V-1 District, Village Business District, Village Office District, 

Research Office/Mixed Use District, and Mining District; and to Supplement § 

725 “Prohibited Uses” with a New Category to Prohibit Solar or Photovoltaic 

Energy Systems Designed to Produce for Off-Site Energy Power Consumption; 

and to Modify Section 726, “Additional Accessory Use Provisions” with New 

Subsection’C’ to be Entitled “Solar or Photovoltaic Energy Systems” Setting 

Forth Specific Zoning and Regulatory Standards for Said Accessory Uses   

 

 An Ordinance of the Township of Tewksbury, County of Hunterdon, State of 

New Jersey to Amend and Supplement Article VII, Section 726 with New 

Subsection ‘B’ to be Entitled “Small Wind Energy Systems” of the Township of 

Tewksbury Development Regulations Ordinance Establishing Small Wind 

Energy Systems as a Permitted Accessory Use within Certain Districts of the 

Township. 

  No action taken. 

 

6.  Memorandum dated August 19, 2014 from Shana Goodchild, Land Use Administrator, 

 Township of Tewksbury regarding Land Use Board Master Plan Highland Element.  

 No action taken. 

 

7.  Letter dated August 25, 2014 from Mark Mader, Director, Rates & Regulatory Affairs-NJ 

 regarding The Matter of the Provision of Basic Generation Service for the Period 

 Beginning June 1, 2015.  No action taken. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

1.  An Ordinance Authorizing the Acquisition and Appropriating $145,000 from the 

 Housing Trust/COAH Funds for an Affordable Housing Unit on Block 21.04, Lot 

 502.06 in and by the Township of Readington, in the County of Hunterdon, New Jersey 

 

 The following ordinance was offered for introduction: 

 

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION AND  APPROPRIATING $145,000 FROM 

THE HOUSING TRUST/COAH FUNDS FOR AN AFFORDABLE HOUSING UNIT ON BLOCK 

21.04, LOT 502.06  IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON, IN THE COUNTY OF 

HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY 

 

ORDINANCE #17 -2014 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

READINGTON, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1.  $145,000 is hereby appropriated from the Housing Trust/COAH Funds for the 

acquisition of an Affordable Housing Unit located at 408 S Branch Dr., also known as Block 

21.04, Lot 502.06 on the tax maps of the Township of Readington, in the County of Hunterdon, 

New Jersey (the “Township”). 

 

Section 2.  The Township hereby certifies that it has adopted a capital budget or a 

temporary capital budget, as applicable. The capital or temporary capital budget of the Township 

is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this ordinance to the extent of any 

inconsistency herewith.  To the extent that the purposes authorized herein are inconsistent with 

the adopted capital or temporary capital budget, a revised capital or temporary capital budget has 

been filed with the Division of Local Government Services. 

 

Section 3. In accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1, et. seq., authorizing acquisitions of 

Property for public purposes, the acquisition of the aforementioned affordable housing unit 

located 408 S. Branch Drive in order to retain it as an affordable unit is hereby approved.  In 

furtherance of this objective, the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Administrator/Clerk and Township 

Attorney are authorized and directed to take all reasonable, necessary and lawful steps, including 

execution of any and all documents, toward the acquisition of the said affordable housing unit, 

including purchase of same from the current owners. 

 

Section 4. This ordinance shall take effect after final adoption and publication and 

otherwise as provided by law. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mrs. Fort to introduce this ordinance, seconded by Mr. Gatti and on Roll Call 

vote the following was recorded: 

 

Mr. Auriemma - Aye 

Mrs. Fort  - Aye 

Mr. Gatti  - Aye 

Mrs. Muir  - Aye 

Mayor Allen  - Aye 

 

The Public Hearing was scheduled for September 15, 2014 at 7:45 p.m. 

 

2.  Request for Reduction of Performance Bond / Toll Brothers / Renaissance at 

 Readington Phase I – letter dated August 27, 2014 from Rob O’Brien, Township 

 Engineer 

   

  Engineer O’Brien stated that Toll Brothers has requested to reduce the performance bond  

  for Phase I of  Renaissance at Readington and recommends the reduction. 
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  The following resolution was offered for consideration: 

 

 

#R-2014-90 

 

TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON 

RESOLUTION 

 

WHEREAS, Toll Brothers, Inc. did on August 21, 2014  file a written request with the Township 

of Readington for a further reduction in Cash Performance Guarantee Check #3501 in the amount of 

$168,232.08 and  Performance Bond #105854692 in the amount of $1,514,088.72 for work completed 

on Renaissance at Readington, Phase 2-4, Block 36, Lot 49; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Engineer has confirmed that a certain amount of work has been done 

by Toll Brothers, Inc. on said property; and 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Municipal Land Use Law the Township may retain up to 

30% of a Performance Bond to assure the completion of site work; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Township Engineer has supplied a reduced bond amount for Cash Performance 

Guarantee Check #3501 and Performance Bond #105854692, as indicated in his letter of August 27, 

2014 based upon the Municipal Land Use Law. 

 

 

BOND OR 

CHECK 

REMAINING 

BONDED 

AMOUNT  

@ 120% 

RECOMMENDED 

REDUCTION 

FOR WORK 

COMPLETED 

REMAINING 

PERFORMANCE 

GUARANTY @ 

120% 

Travelers Casualty 

& Surety Co. of  

America  

#105854692 

 

$   875,468.52 

 

$ 278,344.30 

 

$   597,124.22 

 

Check #3501 

 

$     97,274.28 

 

$   30,927.14 

 

$    66,347.14 

 

Total 

 

$  972,742.80 

 

$  309,271.44 

 

$  663,471.36 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Readington, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that authorization is hereby given to reduce 

Cash Performance Guarantee Check  #3501 and Performance Bond #105854692, as recommended by 

the Township Engineer; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that authorization is given to the Township Clerk to forward 

copies of this Resolution approving these reduced amounts to the applicant. 

 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Gatti to adopt this resolution, seconded by Mr. Auriemma and on Roll 

Call vote the following was recorded: 

 

Mr. Auriemma - Aye 

Mrs. Fort  - Aye 

Mr. Gatti  - Aye 

Mrs. Muir  - Aye 

Mayor Allen  - Aye 

 

3.  Request for Reduction of Performance Bond / Toll Brothers / Renaissance at 

 Readington Phase 2-4 – letter dated August 27, 2014 from Rob O’Brien, Township 

 Engineer 

  

  Engineer O’Brien stated that he recommends the reduction of this performance bond for  

  the Renaissance at Readington Phase 2-4. 
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  The following resolution was offered for consideration: 

 

#R-2014-91 

 

TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON 

RESOLUTION 

 

 WHEREAS, Toll Brothers did on July 30, 2014 file a written request with the Township of 

Readington for a reduction in Cash Performance Guarantee Check #9335633 in the amount of 

$213,159.63 and Performance Bond #019044648 in the amount of $1,918,436.67 for work completed on 

Block 36, Lot 49 (Renaissance at Readington, Phases 2-4); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Engineer has confirmed that a certain amount of work has been done 

by Toll Brothers on said property; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in accordance with the Municipal Land Use Law the Township may retain up to 

30% of a Performance Bond to assure the completion of site work; 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Engineer has supplied a reduced bond amount for Cash Performance 

Guarantee Check #9335633 and Performance Bond #019044648, as indicated in his amended letter of 

August 27, 2014 based upon the Municipal Land Use Law requirement: 

 

 

BOND OR 

CHECK 

ORIGINAL 

BONDED 

AMOUNT  

@ 120% 

RECOMMENDED 

REDUCTION 

FOR WORK 

COMPLETED 

REMAINING 

PERFORMANCE 

GUARANTY @ 

120% 

Liberty Mutual 

Insurance  

#019044648 

 

$4,162,772.94 

 

$1,918,436.67 

 

$2,244,336.27 

 

Check #9335633 

 

$ 462,530.33 

 

$ 213,159.63 

 

$  249,370.70 

 

Total 

 

$4,625,303.27 

 

$2,131,593.30 

 

$2,493,706.97 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Readington, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that authorization is hereby given to reduce 

Cash Performance Guarantee Check #9335633 and Performance Bond #019044648, as recommended by 

the Township Engineer; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that authorization is given to the Township Clerk to forward 

copies of this Resolution approving these reduced amounts to the applicant.  

 

A MOTION was made by Mrs. Fort to adopt this resolution, seconded by Mr. Gatti and on Roll Call 

vote the following was recorded: 

 

Mr. Auriemma - Aye 

Mrs. Fort  - Aye 

Mr. Gatti  - Aye 

Mrs. Muir  - Aye 

Mayor Allen  - Aye 

 

*      4.  Resolution Authorizing Participation in the National Cooperative with the 

 Houston Galveston Area Council “H-GAC” Vendors 

 

  This matter was addressed under the Consent Agenda. 

 

  *      5. Release of Escrow / National Realty Corporation (Block 14, Lot 29) 

 

  This matter was addressed under the Consent Agenda. 
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  *      6. Release of Escrow / Hess Corporation (Block 95, Lot 1) 

 

  This matter was addressed under the Consent Agenda. 

 

  *      7. Release of Escrow / Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club 

 

  This matter was addressed under the Consent Agenda. 

 

  *      8. Discharge of Repayment Mortgage / Hill (Block 34, Lot 36.137) 

 

  This matter was addressed under the Consent Agenda. 

 

  *      9. Discharge of Repayment Mortgage / Discharge of Affordable Housing    

  Agreement / Winseck  formerly Lucas (Block 21.04, Lot 502.03) 

 

  This matter was addressed under the Consent Agenda. 

 

 ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

 

Administrator Mekovetz reported that Readington Township had two (2) new employees starting today. 

 

ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

Attorney Dragan reported that there have been issues with Section 148-54 of the zoning ordinance 

regarding when an abandonment occurs and after reviewing the case law, recommends that it be 

stricken. 

 

The following ordinance was offered for introduction: 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 148-54 OF THE LAND USE ORDINANCE OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

PERTAINING TO NONCONFORMING LOTS, STRUCTURES AND USES 

 

ORDINANCE #18-2014 
 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Township Committee of the Township of Readington in 

the County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey as follows (language underlined ____ thus represents new 

language; language in brackets [ ] signifies deletions); 

 

 SECTION 1. Subsection 148-54 entitled “Nonconforming lots, structures and uses” of the Land 

Use Ordinance of the Township of Readington shall be amended to delete the following language: 

 

 B.  Structures and uses. 

 

 [ (3)  A nonconforming use or structure shall be deemed to have been abandoned whenever such 

use or structure has been discontinued or unused for a period of 12 consecutive months. ] 

 

 SECTION 2. All other language not specifically changed by this ordinance amendment shall 

remain in full force and effect. 

 

 SECTION 3. This ordinance supersedes any ordinances, sections or portion(s) of the Land Use 

or any other Township ordinance inconsistent herewith. 
 

 SECTION 4.  If the provision of any article, section, subsection, paragraph, subdivision or 

clause of this ordinance shall be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such order 

or judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder of any article, section, subsection, 

paragraph, subdivision or clause and, to this end, the provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to 

be severable. 
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Ordinance #18-2014 cont’d: 

 

 SECTION 5. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication in 

accordance with law and filing with the Hunterdon County Planning Board. 

 

 A MOTION was made by Mrs. Fort to introduce this ordinance, seconded by Mr. Gatti  and on Roll Call 

vote the following was recorded: 

 

Mr. Auriemma - Aye 

Mrs. Fort  - Aye 

Mr. Gatti  - Aye 

Mrs. Muir  - Aye 

Mayor Allen  - Aye 

 

The Public Hearing was scheduled for October 6, 2014 at 7:45 p.m. 

 

Attorney Dragan offered the Committee several possible hearing dates for the Transco Diversion 

process; citing either October 14th, 17th or the 15th as a last choice at an alternative location. 

 

ENGINEER’S REPORT 

 

Engineer O’Brien reported that the DOT has requested written documentation of complaints regarding 

the flooding near the Merck entrance. 

 

Engineer O’Brien also reported that a joint project on Potterstown Road will be proposed for 2015 DEP 

state aid. 

 

 COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Julia Allen 

 

Mayor Allen stated that she had nothing further to report. 

 

Thomas Auriemma 

 

Mr. Auriemma reported that Re-Opening of the Pickell Park Tennis Courts is scheduled for Saturday, 

September 6th. 

 

Betty Ann Fort 

 

Mrs. Fort welcomed Kim Marino as the Municipal Court Administrator. 

 

Mrs. Fort reported on some additional sidewalk problems on the north side of Old Highway and by Dr. 

Suchow’s office on Main Street. 

 

Frank Gatti 

 

Mr. Gatti reported that he received an email expressing concern of NJDEP granting Belle Mead a permit 

to build a sewer plant.  The Committee discussed joining NJ Coalition Highlands to appeal this decision. 

 

Beatrice Muir  

 

Mrs. Muir updated the Committee of the status of construction code. 

 

 COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

 Kevin Stain, Spokane Lane, Branchburg expressed concern on the lack of striping on County Line Road. 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE GOVERNING BODY 

 

There were none. 
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 As there was no further business, A MOTION was made by Mrs. Fort at 8:31 p.m. to adjourn the 

meeting, seconded by Mrs. Muir with vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 

    

 

 

 

   

         Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

 

         Vita Mekovetz, RMC/MMC/QPA 

         Municipal Clerk 


