
READINGTON TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
  MEETING – December 21, 2015  

 
 

Mayor Fort calls the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. announcing that all laws governing the Open Public 
Meetings Act have been met and that this meeting has been duly advertised. 
 
PRESENT:                 Mayor B. Fort, Deputy Mayor T. Auriemma, Mr. J. Broten, Mrs. M. Duffy 
   Mr. S. Tropello 
                                  
ALSO PRESENT:     Administrator Mekovetz, Attorney S. Dragan 
    
ABSENT:                  None 
  
                 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:    
 
Clerk read the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

    
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., the Open Public Meetings Act, permits the exclusion of the public 

from a meeting in certain circumstances; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Committee is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist and 

desires to authorize the exclusion of the public from the portion of the meeting in accordance with the 
act;  

 
  NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

 Readington, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey as follows: 
 

1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the specified subject matter as 
set forth in the following Exhibit “A.” 
 

EXHIBIT A 
         Date Anticipated When 

Subject Matter       Basis Of Public Exclusion           Disclosed to Public 
 

Personnel Matters.……………….…       Personnel………. .………………..   Certain information at  the discretion of  the   

             Township Committee tonight…other   

                   information will remain confidential  
Police Department……………………    Personnel ……….………………………….     “   “   “ 
 

    Department of Public Works………….   Personnel……………………………………..    “           “          “ 
 

    Zoning – Fire Official………………….   Personnel……………………………………..    “           “          “ 
 

 Executive Session Minutes…………        Attorney-Client Privilege…………….…….      “ “  “ 
•  December 7, 2015 

   
Affordable Housing..…………..……..      Potential Litigation………………………      “           “         “ 

 
 Block 48, Lot 23; Block 55, Lot 33;  

Block 56, Lots 1, 3, 6 & 8; Block 67, Lot 2  
(Solberg Aviation)...................................  Litigation...................................................        “       “          “    

                   
 
 It is anticipated at this time that the stated subject matter will be made public on or about the time set 

forth in Exhibit “A.” 
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2. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Auriemma to adopt this resolution, seconded by Mrs. Duffy with a vote 
of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor Fort led those present in the Salute to the Flag. 
 
Executive Session: 
 
Personnel / Personnel Matters 
 
Mayor Fort stated that this matter remains in Executive Session. 
 
Personnel / Police Department 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Auriemma to approve Probationary Patrolman Jason Phares as a 
permanent employee after successfully completing his probationary period effective December 15, 
2015, seconded by Mr. Broten and on Roll Call the following was recorded: 
 
Mr. Auriemma - Aye 
Mr. Broten  - Aye 
Mrs. Duffy   -Aye 
Mr. Tropello - Aye 
Mayor Fort   - Aye    
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Auriemma to promote Carlos Ferreiro to the rank of Sergeant First Class 
after successfully completing a minimum of three (3) years in the rank of Sergeant, effective December 
4, 2015 as per Article 15 “C”, seconded by Mr. Broten and on Roll Call the following was recorded: 
 
Mr. Auriemma - Aye 
Mr. Broten  - Aye 
Mrs. Duffy   -Aye 
Mr. Tropello - Aye 
Mayor Fort   - Aye    
 
Personnel / Department of Public Works 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Auriemma to hire Michael LaRue for the position of full-time laborer at 
an hourly rate of $20.16 starting January 4, 2016, seconded by Mr. Broten and on Roll Call vote the 
following was recorded: 
 
Mr. Auriemma - Aye 
Mr. Broten  - Aye 
Mrs. Duffy   -Aye 
Mr. Tropello - Aye 
Mayor Fort   - Aye    
 
Personnel / Zoning –Fire Official 
 
Mayor Fort stated that this matter remains in Executive Session 
 
Attorney-Client Privilege / Executive Session Minutes / December 7, 2015 
 
A MOTION was made by Mrs. Duffy to approve the Executive Session Minutes of December 7, 2015 
for content only, seconded by Mr. Broten with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
 
Potential Litigation / Affordable Housing 
 
Mayor Fort stated that this matter remains in Executive Session. 
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Litigation / Solberg Aviation / Block 48, Lot 23; Block 55, Lot 33; Block 56, Lot 1, 3, 6 & 8; Block 67, 
Lot 2  
 
Mayor Fort stated that this matter remains in Executive Session. 
 
Mayor Fort stated that the following item was added to the Executive Session Agenda: 
 
Attorney Client Privilege / 204 Dove Cote Court 
 
A MOTION was made by Mrs. Duffy to approve the subordination of the mortgage on 204 Dove Cote 
Court, seconded Mr. Broten and on Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mr. Auriemma - Aye 
Mr. Broten  - Aye 
Mrs. Duffy   -Aye 
Mr. Tropello - Aye 
Mayor Fort   - Aye    
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Mayor Fort read the following statement: 
 
All items listed with an asterisk “*” are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will 
be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a  
committee member or citizen requests, in which event the item will be removed from the General Order 
of Business and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. 
 
Mayor Fort stated that an Item #5 Under New Business was removed from the Consent Agenda and 
addressed under the Executive Session. 
 

* 1.   Release of Developers Escrow / Ryland Developers  
   (Block 14, Lot 29.02 & 29.03) 
 

* 2.   Release of Board of Health Escrow / Leach  (Block 48, Lot 21) 
 

* 3.   Application for Membership to NJ State Firemen’s Association 
 
      ♦    Taylor Johnson            (Whitehouse Fire Co.) 
         ♦    Peter Mount                (Whitehouse Fire Co.) 
            ♦    Nicholas Turkynak      (Three Bridges Fire Co.) 

 

 * 4.        Tax Lien Redemption 
 
  The following resolution was offered for consideration: 
 

READINGTON TOWNSHIP 
 

HUNTERDON COUNTY, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
  WHEREAS, an interested party has paid to the Tax Collector the amount 
 necessary to redeem the lien on Block 70, Lot 41.23 and, 
 
  WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Tax Collector to refund to the lienholder 
 the redemption amount. 
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Tax Lien Redemption Resolution cont’d: 
 
  NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee that 
 the Treasurer be authorized to refund the redemption amount of $16,842.14, plus  
 a premium paid in the amount of $55,600.00, known as Tax Sale Certificate 
 #2015-016, to the lienholder, US Bank – Custodian for BV001 Trust & Creditors. 
 

 * 5.        Tax Cancellation 
 
  The following resolution was offered for consideration: 

 
READINGTON TOWNSHIP 

 
HUNTERDON COUNTY, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 
RESOLUTION 

 
 WHEREAS, the Readington Township Tax Collector recommends that  
property taxes owed for the year 2015 on the following properties be cancelled for  
the reasons stated: 
 
BLOCK/LOT     PROPERTY OWNER        REASON              AMOUNT 
21.04/502.06     Readington Township               Exempt Owner               $2,287.31 
31/37.01     Unknown          Unknown Owner             41.33 
32/12      Readington Township                Exempt Owner                 2,399.17 
34/10      Readington Township         Exempt Owner                 2,525.97 
34/11      Readington Township              Exempt Owner                 2,261.80 
61/4.01     Unknown           Unknown Owner                    187.34 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee that 
the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to cancel $9,702.92 from the tax records for  
the year 2015. 
 

 *    6. Payment of Bills – (Complete bill list is on file in Clerk’s Office) 

  Fund Description          Fund No. Received Total 
    
  CURRENT FUND   5-01  $1,010,905.45 
  SEWER APPROPRIATIONS 5-02  $       6,884.18 
  TRUST FUNDS   X-03  $     45,478.47 
  MISC REFUND, COUNTY TAX,   
  LIENS     X-05  $   110,380.90 
  PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS  X-06  $   222,115.62    
  CAPITAL    X-14  $     36,737.46 
         
  TOTAL OF ALL FUNDS               $1,432,502.08 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Broten to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Mr. Auriemma and 
on Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mr. Auriemma - Aye 
Mr. Broten  - Aye 
Mrs. Duffy   -Aye 
Mr. Tropello - Aye 
Mayor Fort   - Aye    
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES of meeting of December 7, 2015 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Broten to approve the minutes of the meeting of December 7, 2015, 
seconded by Mr. Auriemma with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC for items listed on the agenda only 
 
Donald Baldwin, Morning Star Road, commented on the legal fees with regard to the current litigation 
and questioned where the money would be coming from to pay the other side’s consulting and legal 
fees. 
 
Paula Baldwin, Morning Star Road, urged the Township Committee to consider trying to negotiate a 
settlement with the Solbergs. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
As it was after 7:45 p.m., A MOTION was made by Mr. Auriemma  to adjourn the regular meeting to 
hold a Public Hearing, seconded by Mr. Broten  with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
 
Clerk read by Title: 

 
An Ordinance Appropriating $38,000 from the Reserve for Green Acres Purchases 
(Transco) for the Acquisition of Block 66, Lot 53 (Reno) in and by the Township of 

Readington, in the County of Hunterdon, New Jersey 
 

♦     Ordinance #12-2015 
 

Mayor Fort asked if there were any comments from the governing body. 
 
There were none. 
 
Mayor Fort asked if there were any comments from the public. 
 
Paula Baldwin, Morning Star Road, commented that she believes there is an easement across an 
adjoining property and if so, opined that the easement should be preserved in order for the public to 
access the property and also suggested boundaries should be marked on township owned properties. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Auriemma to close the Public Hearing and open the regular meeting, 
seconded by Mr. Broten with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
 
Clerk read by Title: 
 

An Ordinance Appropriating $38,000 from the Reserve for Green Acres Purchases 
(Transco) for the Acquisition of Block 66, Lot 53 (Reno) in and by the Township of 

Readington, in the County of Hunterdon, New Jersey 
 

♦     Ordinance #12-2015 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Auriemma to adopt this ordinance, seconded by Mr. Broten and on Roll 
Call vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mr. Auriemma - Aye 
Mr. Broten  - Aye 
Mrs. Duffy   -Aye 
Mr. Tropello     -Abstain 
Mayor Fort   - Aye    
 
CORRESPONDENCE / OTHER INFORMATION 
 
There was none. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

1.  2015 Budget Appropriation Transfers 
 
   The following resolution was offered for consideration: 
 

#R-2015-145 
 

TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON 
2015 BUDGET APPROPRIATION TRANSFERS 

 
 PURSUANT TO NJSA 40A:4-58, a municipality may make budget appropriation transfers 
during the last two months of the fiscal year, 
 
 WHEREAS, there appears to be insufficient funds in the following 2015 appropriation account 
to meet the demands thereon for the balance of the year, viz: 
 
 Current Fund: 
    Other Expenses: 
     Legal Services 
  
 WHEREAS, there appears to be a surplus in the following accounts, over and above the demand 
deemed to be necessary for the balance of the current year, viz: 
 
 Current Fund: 
    Other Expenses: 
    Gasoline  
      
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with the provision of the NJS 
40A:4-58 part of the surplus in the accounts heretofore mentioned be and same hereby transferred to the 
accounts mentioned as being insufficient, to meet the current demands; and 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed to make 
the following 2015 appropriation transfers: 
 
           FROM         TO 
    
 
   Other Expenses: 
702-004   Gasoline    $ 25,000.00    
106-200              Legal Services      $  25,000.00 
    TOTALS              $ 25,000.00                   $ 25,000.00 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Broten to adopt this resolution, seconded by Mrs. Duffy and on Roll Call 
vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mr. Auriemma - Aye 
Mr. Broten  - Aye 
Mrs. Duffy   -Aye 
Mr. Tropello     - Aye 
Mayor Fort   - Aye    

 

* 2.   Release of Developers Escrow / Ryland Developers  
   (Block 14, Lot 29.02 & 29.03) 
 
   This matter was addressed under the Consent Agenda. 
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* 3.   Release of Board of Health Escrow / Leach  (Block 48, Lot 21) 
 
   This matter was addressed under the Consent Agenda. 
 

* 4.   Application for Membership to NJ State Firemen’s Association 
 
      ♦    Taylor Johnson            (Whitehouse Fire Co.) 
         ♦    Peter Mount                (Whitehouse Fire Co.) 
            ♦    Nicholas Turkynak      (Three Bridges Fire Co.) 
   
   This matter was addressed under the Consent Agenda. 
 
 5.   Postponement of Mortgage / Block 21.06, Lot 302.08 (Alexantonakis) 
 
  This matter was addressed under Executive Session. 

 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Administrator Mekovetz stated that she had nothing further to report. 
 
ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
 
Attorney Dragan stated that she had nothing further to report. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Thomas Auriemma 
 
Mr. Auriemma stated that he had nothing further to report. 
 
John Broten 
 
Mr. Broten reported that warmer weather has been beneficial to the Department of Public Works. 
 
M. Elizabeth Duffy 
 
Mrs. Duffy reported that the Open Space Walk took place this past weekend. 
 
Betty Ann Fort 
 
Mrs. Fort reported that the Social Services Department has been very busy during this holiday season. 
 
Samuel Tropello 
 
Mr. Tropello stated that he had nothing further to report. 
 

 COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
 There were none. 
 
 COMMENTS FROM THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
 Mayor Fort commented that the Township held a very successful Holiday Tree Lighting on Friday 
 evening. 
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 Mayor Fort stated that this was Mr. Auriemma’s last meeting as a Committee person and requested to 

read the following proclamation: 
 
  WHEREAS, Tom Auriemma was duly elected to serve four (4) terms on the Governing Body of 

Readington Township and served faithfully as a member of the Readington Township Committee from 
2004 through 2015; and 

 
  WHEREAS, Tom Auriemma served for two (2) terms as Honorable Mayor of Readington 

Township in 2008 and again in 2012; and 
 
  WHERERAS, Tom made valuable contributions to the improvement of our Township including 

the implementation of the Township’s successful single stream recycling program and the development 
of the Township various impressive and diverse Recreation programs; and 

 
  WHEREAS, Tom worked to enhance the safety and wellbeing of all Readington residents 

through the support of Readington’s exemplary Emergency Services and in particular for his dedication 
and hard work in 2012 when as Mayor, he oversaw the effort to protect the resident’s welfare during 
and after  the devastation inflicted by Superstorm Sandy; and 

 
  WHEREAS, Tom’s vision and leadership skills served to foster community spirit in particular 

through his contribution of first organizing and then overseeing Readington Memorial Day Parade, now 
enjoyed annually by so many Readington residents; and 

 
  WHEREAS, Readington benefitted from Tom’s steadfast commitment to protecting our 

Township’s wonderful quality of life and pristine environment by supporting policies that protected 
Readington’s natural resources and its quiet rural character. 

 
  NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of the Readington Township 

Committee would like to express their deep appreciation to Tom Auriemma for his twelve (12) years of 
service and commend him for his ability to govern during these years in a thoughtful and insightful 
manner and to thank him for his valuable contributions during these twelve (12) years of service. 

 
 Mr. Auriemma spoke to his tenure on the Township Committee and thanked the Committee, 

Administrator Mekovetz, Attorney Dragan, the rest of the Township staff, his wife Susan and children 
for their support and expressed his gratitude and privilege for being able to serve the community. 

 
 As there was no further business,  A MOTION was made by Mrs. Duffy at 8:25 p.m. to adjourn the 

meeting, seconded by Mr. Broten with vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
    
  
 
         Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
 
 
         Vita Mekovetz, RMC/MMC/QPA 
         Municipal Clerk 


