
READINGTON TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
MEETING – APRIL 21, 2008 

 
Mayor Auriemma calls the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. announcing that all laws governing the 
Open Public Meetings Act have been met and that this meeting has been duly advertised. 
 
PRESENT:              Mayor T. Auriemma, Deputy Mayor J. Allen, Mr. F. Gatti, Mrs. B. Muir,  
                                 Mr. G. Shamey 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Administrator V. Mekovetz, Attorney S. Dragan, Engineer McEldowney 
 
ABSENT:                Mr. G. Shamey left at 7:50 p.m. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
Clerk read the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., the Open Public Meetings Act, permits the exclusion of the 

public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Committee is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist and 

desires to authorize the exclusion of the public from the portion of the meeting in accordance with 
the act;  

 
  NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

 Readington, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey as follows: 
 

1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the specified subject matter 
as set forth in the following Exhibit “A:” 
 

EXHIBIT A 
         Date Anticipate When 

Subject Matter       Basis Of Public Exclusion             Disclosed to Public 
 

Attorney-Privilege………….      Executive Session Minutes…..      Certain information at the  
     OPRA request          discretion of the Township  
                         Committee tonight …other  
                          information will remain  
                 confidential 
 
Land Acq/Contract Negotiation……..Block 63, Lot 9 (Cramer)  “ “ “ 
 

 Attorney-Client Privilege……………Executive Session Minutes (Apr. 7, 2008) “ “  
 
 Contract Negotiations……………      Arc of Hunterdon…………………. “ “ “ 
  
 Contract Negotiations………….         Block 55, Lot 22.01 (Corbin)  “ “ “ 
 
 Contract Negotiations……………..    Sewer Allocation Agreement   “ “ “ 
                Readington Twp and Board of Ed. 
 
 Potential Litigation…………………  COAH……………………………. “ “ “ 
 
 Policies and Procedures Manual……. Personnel Matters…………………… “ “ ” 
 
 Environmental Commission………    Personnel Matters………………….... “ “ “ 
  
 Police……………………………..     Personnel Matters……………………. “ “ “ 
 
 Parks Department ………………..     Personnel Matters……………………. “ “ “ 
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2. It is anticipated at this time that the stated subject matter will be made public on or about the 
 time set forth in Exhibit “A”. 

 
3. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
A MOTION was made at 6:35 p.m. by Mrs. Muir, seconded by Mr. Shamey with a vote of ayes all, 
nays none recorded. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 7:35 p.m.  
 
Mayor Auriemma led those present in the Salute to the Flag. 
 
Pam Fischer, the Division of Highway Traffic Safety, presented a posthumous awarded to Lt. Scott 
Oldenburg and the Readington Township Police Department for exceptional efforts to improve drunk 
driving detection equipment.  Lt. Oldenburg’s wife Camille and sons, Michael and Daniel, accepted 
on his behalf and Lt. Donaruma accepted on behalf of the Township Police Department. 
 
Mayor Auriemma announced that the following business was completed during Executive 
Session: 
 
Attorney Client Privilege/OPRA Request for Executive Session Minutes 
 
A MOTION was made by Mrs. Muir to release the minutes as redacted for Executive Sessions of 
October 15, 2007, November 7, 2007, December 3, 2007, December 17, 2007 and December 27,  
2007 and January 7, 2008, seconded by Mr. Gatti with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
 
Land Acquisition/Contract Negotiations/Block 63, Lot 9 (Cramer) 
 
Mayor Auriemma stated that this matter would remain in Executive Session. 
 
Attorney-Privilege/ Executive Session (April 7, 2008) 
 
A MOTION was made by Mrs. Muir to approve the Executive Session Minutes of April 7, 2008 for 
content, seconded by Mr. Gatti with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
 
Mr. Shamey left the meeting at this time. 
 
Contract Negotiations/Arc of Hunterdon 
 
Mayor Auriemma stated that this matter would remain in Executive Session. 
 
Contract Negotiations/Block 55, Lot 22.01 (Corbin) 
 
Mayor Auriemma stated that this matter would remain in Executive Session. 
 
Contract Negotiations/Sewer Allocation Agreement/Readington Township Board of Education  
 
A MOTION was made by Mrs. Muir to approve the Sewer Allocation Agreement between 
Readington Township and the Board of Education.  This motion was seconded by Mr. Gatti and on 
Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mrs. Allen  -  Aye 
Mr. Gatti  - Aye 
Mrs. Muir  - Aye 
Mayor Auriemma  - Aye 
 
Potential Litigation - COAH 
 
Mayor Auriemma stated that this matter would remain in Executive Session 
 
 
 
 



Readington Township Committee 
Minutes – April 21, 2008 
Page 3 of 16 
 
Personnel/Policies and Procedures Manual 
 
The following Resolution was offered for consideration: 

 
TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON 

RESOLUTION 
#R-2008-62 

 PERSONNEL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 

WHEREAS, it is the policy of Readington Township to treat employees and prospective 
employees in a manner consistent with all applicable employment laws and regulations including, but 
not limited to Title VII of the Civil Rights of 1964, as amended by the Equal Opportunity Act of 
1972, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act, the Equal Pay for Equal Work Act, the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, the New Jersey Law Against Discrimination, the Americans with Disabilities Act, the 
Family and Medical Leave Act, the Conscientious Employee Protection Act, the Public Employee 
Occupational Safety Health Act, (the New Jersey Civil Act), (the New Jersey Attorney General’s 
guidelines with respect to Police Department personnel matters), the New Jersey Workers 
Compensation Act, the Federal Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act (COBRA) and the 
Open Public Meeting Act; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Readington Township Committee has determined that there is a need for 
personnel policies and procedures to ensure employees and prospective employees are treated in a 
manner consistent with these laws and regulations. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Readington Township Committee that the 
Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual attached hereto is adopted. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these personnel policies and procedures shall apply to 
all Township officials, appointees, and employees.  In the event there is a conflict between these 
rules and any collective bargaining agreement, personnel services contract or Federal or State law, 
the terms and conditions of that contract or law shall prevail.  In all other cases, these policies and 
procedures shall prevail. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this manual is intended to provide guidelines covering 
public service by Township employees and is not a contract.  The provisions of this manual may be 
amended and supplemented from time to time without notice and at the sole discretion of the 
Readington Township Committee. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that to the maximum extent permitted by law, employment 
practices for the Township shall operate under the legal doctrine known as “employment at will.” 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that David Strand of Fisher & Phillips, LLP is hereby 
appointed as Employment Attorney to advise the Administrator and Township Committee in 
personnel matters. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Administrator/Municipal Clerk and all 
managerial/supervisory personnel are responsible for these employment practices 
 

A MOTION was made by Mrs. Muir to adopt the resolution, seconded by Mr. Gatti and on 
Roll Call vote the following was recorded. 
 
Mrs. Allen  - Aye 
Mr. Gatti   - Aye 
Mrs.  Muir  - Aye 
Mayor Auriemma - Aye 
 
Personnel/Environmental Commission 
 
A MOTION was made by Mrs. Muir to accept the resignation of Tricia Sarrow of the Environmental 
Commission with a letter of gratitude to be sent for her contribution of time, seconded by Mr. Gatti, 
with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
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Personnel/Police 
 
Mayor Auriemma stated that this matter would remain in Executive Session. 
 
Personnel/Parks Department 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Gatti to hire Chris Beam at $9.25/hour and Steve Struebel at $12.00 to 
assist in the clean up of the parks from April 1 to September 31, 2008.  This motion was seconded by 
Mrs. Muir and on Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mrs. Allen  - Aye 
Mr. Gatti  - Aye 
Mrs. Muir  - Aye 
Mayor Auriemma - Aye 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Mayor Auriemma read the following statement: 
 
All items list with an asterisk”*” are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will 
be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a committee 
member or citizen requests, in which event the item will be removed from the General Order of 
Business and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. 
 
 *1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES of meeting of April 7, 2008. 
  
 *2. David Salem (Block 67, Lot 1) – letter dated April 1, 2008 requesting  
  release of unused escrow funds ($500.00) 
 
 *3. John Matonis (Block 60, Lot 16.02) – letter dated April 8, 2008 requesting   
  release of unused escrow funds ($672.50) 
 

 *4. Special Events Permit – letter dated April 11, 2008 for 2008 Balloon Festival,  
  July 25, 26, 27 Solberg Aviation, Block 56, Lot 3. 
 
 *5. Tonnage Grant Application: 

 
The following Resolution was offered for consideration: 

 
TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON 

RESOLUTION 
#R-2008-64 

 
TONNAGE GRANT APPLICATION  

 
WHEREAS, the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act, P.L. 1987, c.102, has 

established a recycling fund from which tonnage grants may be made to municipalities in order to 
encourage local source separation and recycling programs; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is the intent and the spirit of the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling 
Act to use the tonnage grants to develop new municipal recycling programs, and to continue and 
expand existing programs; and 
 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection has promulgated 
recycling regulations to Implement the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act; and 
 

WHEREAS, the recycling regulations impose on municipalities certain requirements as a 
condition for applying for tonnage grants, including but not limited to, making and keeping accurate, 
verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the municipality; and 
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Resolution #2008-64 cont’d: 
 
WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing this municipality to apply for such tonnage grants will 

memorialize the commitment of this municipality to recycling and indicate the assent of the 
Township Committee of the Township of Readington to the efforts undertaken by the municipality 
and the requirements contained in the Recycling Act and recycling regulations; and 
 

WHEREAS, such a resolution should designate the individual authorized to ensure the 
application is properly completed and timely filed. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the Township of 
Readington, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey hereby endorses the submission of the 
recycling tonnage grant application to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and 
designates Director of Public Works/Municipal Recycling Coordinator Scott Jesseman to ensure that 
the application is properly filed; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the monies received from the recycling tonnage grant 
be deposited in a dedicated recycling trust fund to be used solely for the purposes of recycling. 
 

*6.  Payment of Bills 
 
  Fund Description    Fund. No. Received Total 
 
  CURRENT FUND APPROPRIATION     001  $     964,349.01 
  SEWER APPROPRIATION       002  $       98,989.86 
  TRUST FUND APPROPRIATION      003  $            375.00 
  MISC REFUND, COUNTY TAX, LIENS     005  $        31,338.81 
  PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS       006  $      164,805.72 
  REGIONAL AND LOCAL SCHOOL TAX        007  $   5,302,325.33 
  CAPITAL APPROPRIATIONS      033  $          5,174.30 
  2006 CAPITAL ORDINANCES      066  $          2,370.00 
  2007 CAPITAL ORDINANCES      077  $        12,881.36 
 
  TOTAL OF ALL FUNDS     $   6,582,609.39 
 

*7.  Tax Cancellation – Block 61/Lot 4.01 in the amount of $224.10. 
 

The following Resolution was offered for consideration: 
 

TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON  
HUNTERDON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 

RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector recommends a 2007 tax cancellation in the amount of $224.10 as 
follows: 
 
BlOCK/LOT  PROPERTY OWNER  REASON 
 
61/4.01   Unknown    Unknown 
 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee that the Tax Collector 
is hereby authorized to cancel $224.10 from the tax records for the tax year 2007. 

 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Gatti to approve all items listed on the Consent Agenda, seconded 
by Mrs. Muir and on Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 

 
Mrs. Allen  - Aye 
Mr. Gatti  - Aye 
Mrs. Muir  - Aye 
Mayor Auriemma - Aye 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
As it was after 8:00 p.m., A MOTION was made by Mrs. Allen to adjourn the regular meeting to 
hold a Public hearing, seconded by Mrs. Muir with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
 
Clerk read by Title: 
 

 
 AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF A CERTAIN 

ROADWAY WITHIN THE RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT KNOWN AS LAKE DRIVE 
ESTATES SUBDIVISION IN THE TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON, COUNTY OF 

HUNTERDON AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY FROM WILMARK BUILDING 
CONTRACTORS, INC.: 

 
 

Ordinance #08-2008 
 

Mayor Auriemma asked if there were any comments from the Governing Body. 
 
There were none. 
 
Attorney Sharon Dragan stated that this ordinance was continued from the prior meeting pending the 
receipt of a two-year letter of credit to replace the one-year guarantee that was presented at the last 
meeting.   The corrected guarantee was received and is on file in the Clerk’s Office. 
 
Mayor Auriemma asked if there were any comments from the public. 
 
There were none. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Gatti to close the Public Hearing and open the regular meeting, 
seconded by Mrs. Allen with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mrs. Muir to adopt this Ordinance, seconded by Mr. Gatti and on Roll Call 
vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mrs. Allen  - Aye 
Mr. Gatti  -  Aye 
Mrs. Muir  - Aye 
Mayor Auriemma - Aye 
 
Clerk read by Title: 
 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE #02-2008 WHICH AMENDED SEC. 148-50 OF 

THE LAND DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON TO 
ESTABLISH MANDATORY LANGUAGE TO BE INCLUDED IN 

CONSERVATION EASEMENTS 
 

ORDINANCE #09-2008 
 
 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Gatti to close the regular meeting and hold a Public Hearing, 
seconded by Mrs. Allen with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded 
 
Mayor Auriemma asked if there were any comments from the Governing Body. 
 
Mrs. Allen stated that this amendment was suggested by our Planning Board Attorney and Engineer, 
and as part of a subdivision application, it will provide standard language for the Planning Board for 
conservation easements. 
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Mayor Auriemma asked if there were any comments from the public. 
 
Mr. Ted Peters, of County Line Road, asked for a further explanation of portions of the ordinance.  
Attorney Sharon Dragan verified that only the underlined sections reflected the revisions to the 
original ordinance.   
 
A MOTION was made by Mrs. Muir to close the Public Hearing and the open the regular meeting, 
seconded by Mr.Gatti with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
 
A MOTION was by made by Mrs. Allen adopt this Ordinance, seconded by Mr. Gatti and on Roll 
Call vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mrs. Allen   - Aye 
Mrs. Gatti   - Aye 
Mrs. Muir  - Aye 
Mayor Auriemma - Aye 
 
Clerk read by Title: 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 66-5 OF THE CODE OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON PERTAINING TO THE FEES FOR 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSES 
 

Ordinance #11-2008 
 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Gatti to close the regular meeting and hold a Public Hearing, seconded 
by Mrs. Allen with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
 
Mayor Auriemma asked if there were any comments from the Governing Body. 
 
There were none. 
 
Mayor Auriemma asked if there were any comments from the public. 
 
There were none. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Gatti to close the Public Hearing and open the regular meeting, 
seconded by Mrs. Allen with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Gatti to adopt this Ordinance, seconded by Mrs. Muir and on Roll Call 
vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mrs. Allen   - Aye 
Mr. Gatti  - Aye 
Mrs. Muir  - Aye 
Mayor Auriemma -  Aye 
 
CORRESPONDENCE / OTHER INFORMATION: 
 
1. Letter dated April 2, 2008 from ETI requesting Letter of Interpretation – Hassam Nahvi, 
 Block 39, Lot 3 (entire file available for review in Clerk’s Office).  No action  taken. 
 
2. Notice from Sierra Club, Northwest Jersey Group, requesting adoption of a resolution 
 opposing the closure of New Jersey State Parks. 
 
  

The following Resolution was offered for consideration: 
 

TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON 
RESOLUTION 

 R-2008-65 
 

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE CLOSURE OF NEW JERSEY STATE PARKS 
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Resolution #2008-65 cont’d: 

WHEREAS, over 17 million visitors use New Jersey State Parks and forests each year for 
camping, swimming, hiking, boating, and other recreational activities and  

WHEREAS, The New Jersey State Park system, represents a vital resource in the State of 
New Jersey, and  

WHEREAS, there are numerous business enterprises in Northwest New Jersey that rely 
heavily, or exclusively, on the commerce generated by tourists who visit New Jersey State Parks 
each year, and  

WHEREAS, High Point State Park is the location of High Point Monument, a beautiful and 
necessary historic landmark dedicated to the memory of our Veterans of the Armed Forces, and  

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection is giving 
consideration to the full closure of High Point State Park in response to budget pressures of the New 
Jersey State Government, and  

WHEREAS, the closure of High Point State Park will eliminate the ability of the general 
public to give honor due to our Veterans, by closing off the High Point Monument, and  

WHEREAS, The Mayor and Committee of the Township of Readington consider it to be a 
travesty that any State Park, would be closed because of the decades-long inability of New Jersey 
State Government to operate within the same spending caps and fiscal responsibility that they impose 
on local governments, and  

WHEREAS, State Parks represent a successful and popular venue of tourism and economic 
stimulus generating $3.9 billion for New Jersey's local and state economies, and  

WHEREAS, the closure of any New Jersey State Parks would lead to extensive and 
widespread business failures in Northwest New Jersey, serving to further exacerbate the Economic 
Recession currently in effect, as well as increasing the loss of tax revenue by increased tax appeals 
created by loss of property valuation,  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Township Committee of 
the Township of Readington does hereby oppose the closure of any New Jersey State Park,  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Committee of the Township of 
Readington respectfully points out to Governor Jon Corzine, NJDEP Commissioner Lisa Jackson, 
and the entire State Legislature that the solution to the fiscal problems of Trenton must not be sought 
by pursuing budget cuts that will cause the economic collapse of Northwest New Jersey.  

A MOTION was made by Mrs. Muir to adopt this Resolution and to send copies to our legislators 
and Governor Corzine, seconded by Mrs. Allen with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 

3. Memorandum dated April 4, 2008 from Denise B. Doolan, Clerk of the Board, County of  
  Hunterdon, regarding adoption of proclamation recognizing April 2008 as Autism   
  Awareness Month in the County of Hunterdon.  No action taken. 

4. Memorandum dated April 4, 4008 from Denise B. Doolan, Clerk of Board, County of  
  Hunterdon regarding the adoption of proclamation recognizing May 2008 as ALPHA-1  
  Awareness Month in the County of Hunterdon.  No action taken. 

5. Resolution from the Township of East Amwell opposing third round affordable housing  
  rules. No action taken. 

6. Notice dated April 3, 2008 from Denise B. Doolan, Clerk of the Board, County of   
  Hunterdon, regarding the adoption of resolution to rescind a resolution with respect  
  to fixed weight limit on County Bridge R-24, on Mill Road, in the Township of   
  Readington, Hunterdon County.  No action taken. 
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7.   Resolution from the Township of Pemberton opposing the Governor’s proposed state  
  budget for the 2008-2009 fiscal year for its failure to treat property tax relief as a   
  priority.  No action taken. 

8. Resolution from the Township of Union opposing S-770 and A-1645 mandating the   
  appointment of a qualified purchasing agent and the attendant reorganization of (your  
  municipality) purchasing functions.  No action taken. 

9. Resolution from the Township of Union opposing the proposed conversion of Route 440  
  into a Toll Road.  No action taken. 

10. Resolution from the West Amwell Township opposing Governor Jon S. Corzine’s   
  proposal to eliminate the New Jersey Department of Agriculture as a cost-cutting   
  measure.  No action taken. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

None 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Branchburg Rescue Squad – Presentation of Services 

  Mr. Paul Malarcher, Captain of Branchburg Rescue Squad, presented a review of the   
  squad’s services in Readington Township and requested consideration for financial   
  support.   

2. Whitehouse Fire Company Number One – requesting approval for annual roadside Coin  
  Toss Fundraiser. 

  A MOTION was made by Mrs. Muir to approve the annual roadside Coin Toss   
  Fundraiser on April 7, 2008, seconded by Mrs. Allen with a vote of ayes all, nays none  
  recorded. 

3. Country Classics Block 36, Lot 93, 94 and 95 – request for release a Performance Bond 

  The following Resolution was offered for consideration: 
 

TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON 
RESOLUTION  

R-2008-63 
 

WHEREAS, Country Classics Legacy of Readington, LLC. did on April 1, 2008 file a 
written request with the Township of Readington for a reduction in Cash Performance Guarantee 
Check #1250 in the amount of $50,259.00 and  Performance Bond #PAIFSU0448745 in the 
amount of $452,333.00 for work completed on Block 36, Lots 93, 94 and 95; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township Engineer has confirmed that a certain amount of work has 
been done by Country Classics Legacy of Readington, LLC. on said property; and 
 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Municipal Land Use Law the Township may retain 
up to 30% of a Performance Bond to assure the completion of site work; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Township Engineer has supplied a reduced bond amount for Cash 
Performance Guarantee Check #1250 and Performance Bond #PAIFSU0448745, as indicated in 
his letter of April 17, 2008, based upon the Municipal Land Use Law requirement: 
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Resolution #R-2008-63 cont’d: 
 

 
DEVELOPMENT 

 
BOND OR CHECK 

 
ORIGINAL 
BONDED 

AMOUNT @ 
120% 

 
RECOMMENDED 

 REDUCTION 
 FOR WORK 

COMPLETED 

 
REMAINING 

PERFORMANCE 
GUARANTEE  

@ 120% VALUE 

 
International Fidelity 
Ins. Co. 
# PAIFSU0448745 

 
$452,333.00 

 
$30,116.00 

 
$422,217.00 

 
Country Classic 
Legacy of Readington, 
LLC  
Block 36, Lot 93,94 
and 95 

 
Check #1250 

 
$50,259.00 

 
$3,346.00 

 
$46,913.00

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township 

of Readington, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, that authorization is hereby given to 
reduce Cash Performance Guarantee Check #1250 and Performance Bond #PAIFSU0448745, as 
recommended by the Township Engineer; and 
  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that authorization is given to the Township Clerk to 
forward copies of this Resolution approving these reduced amounts to the applicant. 

  A MOTION was made by Mrs. Allen to adopt this resolution, seconded by Mr. Gatti and on 
Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 

 
Mrs. Allen  -  Aye 
Mr. Gatti  - Aye 
Mrs. Muir  - Aye 
Mayor Auriemma - Aye 

4. Ordinance – Lightfield Road 

  The following Ordinance was offered for introduction: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON, COUNTY OF 
HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY PROHIBTING PARKING, STOPPING AND 
STANDING ON PORTIONS OF THE LIGHTFIELD ROAD IN THE TOWNSHIP AND 

ESTABLISHING PENALITES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF. 
 

ORDINANCE # 12-2008 

WHEREAS, Lightfield Road is located wholly within the jurisdiction of the Township 
of Readington in the County of Hunterdon; and  

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 384:4-8c, the Township may prohibit parking, 
stopping and standing along the roadways within the Township's jurisdiction without having to 
obtain approval from the New Jersey Commissioner of Transportation and  

WHEREAS, portions of Lightfield Road, as described in Schedule A attached hereto, 
are owned by the County of Hunterdon (or "County"); and  

WHEREAS, the Township believes that it is within the interest of the public safety, health 
and welfare to prohibit parking, stopping and standing along the portions of Lightfield Road 
described on Schedule A because they are lightly traveled and may have become the subject of 
extensive littering due to vehicles frequently stopping and parking there for extended periods of 
time; and  

WHEREAS, the Township has reported the littering/loitering problem to the Freeholders of 
the County of Hunterdon and has been advised by the County to adopt an ordinance prohibiting 
parking, stopping and/or standing on the portions of Lightfield Road in question and that upon the 
Township's adoption of the same, the County will pass a similar resolution.  
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Ordinance #12-2008 cont’d: 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the 
Township of Readington, County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, as follows:  

Section I. Purpose. The purpose of this ordinance is to prohibit parking, stopping and/or 
standing on certain portions of Lightfield Road, as described on Schedule A; so as to protect the 
public health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the Township of Readington due to the extensive 
littering occurring on the road from vehicles stopping and standing there, and to prescribe penalties 
for failure to comply 

 
Section II. Prohibited Conduct. There shall be no parking stopping or standing along  
Lightfield Road, on either side, along with the portions described in Schedule A of this 

ordinance, at any time.  

Section III. Signage. Upon final adoption of this ordinance, for the benefit of the public, 
signs shall be posted at intervals along the portions of Lightfield Road which are the subject of this 
ordinance clearly indicating that parking, standing and stopping are all prohibited on either side of 
said roadway, at all times, in accordance with D.O.T. guidelines for placement of signage.  

Section IV. Enforcement. This ordinance shall be enforced by Readington Township Police 
Department pursuant to N.J.S.A. Section 39:42- once it becomes effective and signs have been put 
into place.  

Section V. Violations and Penalty. Any vehicle parked in the prohibited parking area 
created by this ordinance may be towed at the expense of the owner. Any person who violates the 
provisions of this Ordinance shall, upon conviction, be subject to a fine not exceeding $250 (plus 
court costs, if contested) and/or a period of community service not exceeding 15 days, or both. Each 
day a violation continues after the time required for the abatement thereof shall constitute a separate 
offense.  

Section VI. Repealer. This ordinance supersedes and repeals any ordinances, sections 
or portions of any other Township ordinances inconsistent herewith.  

Section VII. Severability. Each section, subsection, sentence clause and phrase of this 
Ordinance is declared to be an independent section, subsection, sentence, clause and phrase, and 
the finding or holding of any such portion of this Ordinance to be unconstitutional, void or 
ineffective for any cause, or reason shall not affect any other portion of this Ordinance.  

Section VIII. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon adoption 
and final publication according to law. However, this ordinance is conditioned upon consent or 
approval by the County of Hunterdon which is owner of the portions of the road in question and 
shall not be effective until the County adopts a similar ordinance or otherwise provides the 
Township that it consents to the passage of this ordinance. 

A MOTION was made by Mrs. Allen to introduce this ordinance, seconded by Mr. Gatti, and on 
Roll Call vote the following vote was recorded: 
 
Mrs. Allen - Aye 
Mr. Gatti - Aye 
Mrs. Muir  - Aye 
Mayor Auriemma - Aye 
 
A Public Hearing was scheduled for 8:00 p.m. on May 5, 2008. 
 
 
5. Bond Ordinance for payment of Regional Contribution Agreement with Bound Brook - 

introduction 
 

The following Ordinance was offered for introduction: 
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BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE FUNDING OF A REGIONAL CONTRIBUTION 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON AND THE BOROUGH OF 

BOUND BROOK AS APPROVED BY THE NEW JERSEY COUNCIL ON AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING IN AND BY THE TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON, IN THE COUNTY OF 

HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $428,000 THEREFOR AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $406,600 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO 

FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF. 

ORDINANCE # 13-2008 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
READINGTON, IN THE COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds 
of all members thereof affirmatively concurring) AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1.   The improvement described in Section 3 of this bond ordinance is hereby 
authorized to be undertaken by the Township of Readington, New Jersey (the “Township”) as a 
general improvement.  For the improvement or purpose described in Section 3, there is hereby 
appropriated the sum of $428,000, including the sum of $21,400 as the down payment required by 
the Local Bond Law.  The down payment is now available by virtue of provision for down payment 
or for capital improvement purposes in one or more previously adopted budgets. 

 
Section 2.  In order to finance the cost of the improvement or purpose not covered by 

application of the down payment, negotiable bonds are hereby authorized to be issued in the principal 
amount of $406,600 pursuant to the Local Bond Law.  In anticipation of the issuance of the bonds, 
negotiable bond anticipation notes are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to and within the 
limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. 

 
Section 3. (a)  The improvement hereby authorized and the purpose for the financing of 

which the bonds are to be issued is the funding of a regional contribution agreement between the 
Township and the Borough of Bound Brook as approved by the New Jersey Council on Affordable 
Housing. 
      (b) The estimated maximum amount of bonds or notes to be issued for the 
improvement or purpose is as stated in Section 2 hereof. 

       (c)   The estimated cost of the improvement or purpose is equal to the amount of 
the appropriation herein made therefor. 
 

Section 4.  All bond anticipation notes issued hereunder shall mature at such times as may be 
determined by the chief financial officer; provided that no note shall mature later than one year from 
its date.  The notes shall bear interest at such rate or rates and be in such form as may be determined 
by the chief financial officer.  The chief financial officer shall determine all matters in connection 
with notes issued pursuant to this ordinance, and the chief financial officer’s signature upon the notes 
shall be conclusive evidence as to all such determinations.  All notes issued hereunder may be 
renewed from time to time subject to the provisions of the Local Bond Law.  The chief financial 
officer is hereby authorized to sell part or all of the notes from time to time at public or private sale 
and to deliver them to the purchasers thereof upon receipt of payment of the purchase price plus 
accrued interest from their dates to the date of delivery thereof.  The chief financial officer is directed 
to report in writing to the governing body at the meeting next succeeding the date when any sale or 
delivery of the notes pursuant to this ordinance is made. Such report must include the amount, the 
description, the interest rate and the maturity schedule of the notes sold, the price obtained and the 
name of the purchaser. 

 
Section 5.  The Township hereby certifies that it has adopted a capital budget or a temporary 

capital budget, as applicable. The capital or temporary capital budget of the Township is hereby 
amended to conform with the provisions of this ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency 
herewith.  To the extent that the purposes authorized herein are inconsistent with the adopted capital 
or temporary capital budget, a revised capital or temporary capital budget has been filed with the 
Division of Local Government Services. 

 
Section 6.  The following additional matters are hereby determined, declared, recited and 

stated: 
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Ordinance # 13-2008 cont’d: 
 

 (a) The improvement or purpose described in Section 3 of this bond  
ordinance is not a current expense.  It is an improvement or purpose that the Township may lawfully 
undertake as a general improvement, and no part of the cost thereof has been or shall be specially 
assessed on property specially benefitted thereby.  
 
 (b)  The period of usefulness of the improvement or purpose within the limitations 
of the Local Bond Law, according to the reasonable life thereof computed from the date of the bonds 
authorized by this ordinance, is 10 years. 
 
 (c) The Supplemental Debt Statement required by the Local Bond Law has been 
duly prepared and filed in the office of the Clerk, and a complete executed duplicate thereof has been 
filed in the office of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services in the Department of 
Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey.  Such statement shows that the gross debt of the 
Township as defined in the Local Bond Law is increased by the authorization of the bonds and notes 
 provided in this bond ordinance by $406,600, and the obligations authorized herein will be within all 
debt limitations prescribed by that Law. 

 
   (d) An aggregate amount not exceeding $3,000 for items of expense listed in 

 and permitted under N.J.S.A. 40A:2-20 is included in the estimated cost indicated herein for the  
 Purpose or improvement. 

 
Section 7.  Any grant moneys received for the purpose described in Section 3 hereof shall be 

applied either to direct payment of the cost of the improvement or to payment of the obligations 
issued pursuant to this ordinance.  The amount of obligations authorized but not issued hereunder 
shall be reduced to the extent that such funds are so used. 

 
Section 8.  The chief financial officer of the Township is hereby authorized to prepare and to 

update from time to time as necessary a financial disclosure document to be distributed in connection 
with the sale of obligations of the Township and to execute such disclosure document on behalf of 
the Township.  The chief financial officer is further authorized to enter into the appropriate 
undertaking to provide secondary market disclosure on behalf of the Township pursuant to Rule 
15c2-12 of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “Rule”) for the benefit of holders and 
beneficial owners of obligations of the Township and to amend such undertaking from time to time 
in connection with any change in law, or interpretation thereof, provided such undertaking is and 
continues to be, in the opinion of a nationally recognized bond counsel, consistent with the 
requirements of the Rule.  In the event that the Township fails to comply with its undertaking, the 
Township shall not be liable for any monetary damages, and the remedy shall be limited to specific 
performance of the undertaking.  

 
Section 9.  The full faith and credit of the Township are hereby pledged to the punctual 

payment of the principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this bond ordinance.  
The obligations shall be direct, unlimited obligations of the Township, and the Township shall be 
obligated to levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable real property within the Township for the 
payment of the obligations and the interest thereon without limitation of rate or amount. 

 
Section 10.  This bond ordinance shall take effect 20 days after the first publication thereof 

after final adoption, as provided by the Local Bond Law. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mrs. Allen to introduce this ordinance, seconded by Mrs. Muir, and on 
Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mrs. Allen  -  Aye 
Mr. Gatti -  Aye 
Mrs. Muir  -  Aye 
Mayor Auriemma - Aye 
 
A Public Hearing was scheduled for 8:00 p.m. on May 5, 2008. 
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6. Pulaski Road intersection with Kosciuszko and School Roads  
 
 Engineer McEldowney presented the Committee with a letter dated April 17, 2008 outlining 

 his observations at the intersection.  The Committee requested that he discuss the history of 
accidents at this intersection with the Police Department.  After a brief discussion, Mrs. Muir 
and Mrs. Allen requested to meet with Mr. McEldowney on Wednesday April 23, 2008 to 
visit the site. 

 
7. Ordinance Wilmark at Readington/Phase II – Block 25, Lot 50 – road acceptance 
 
 The following Ordinance was offered for introduction: 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF STREETS KNOWN AS 
INDIAN PURCHASE, HEADQUARTERS ROAD AND CREEK ROAD WITHIN THE 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT ENTITLED “WILMARK AT READINGTON, PHASE II” IN 
THE TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON AND STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY FROM WILARMK BUILDING CONTRACTORS, INC. 
 

Ordinance # 14- 2008 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Township Committee of the Township of Readington, 
County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 

SECTION 1.   The Township of Readington shall accept as public, the following roads 
known as Indian Purchase, Headquarters and Creek Road, which have been dedicated to the 
Township by Wilmark Building Contractors, Inc., a New Jersey Corporation, in connection with 
Phase II of the Wilmark at Readington subdivision, as shown on the filed subdivision plat entitled: 
“Final Plat-Phase II for Wilmark at Readington in Readington Township, Hunterdon County, New 
Jersey” dated August 1999, which map was filed in the Hunterdon County Clerk’s Office on May 5, 
2000, as Map No. 1355, and as more particularly set forth in the metes and bounds description for 
said streets prepared by Bohren and Bohren Associates, Inc. dated September 17, 2007 and revised 
on September 28, 2007, contained in the Deed of Dedication on file in the office of the Readington 
Township Clerk, at the Readington Township Municipal Building, 509 Route 523, Whitehouse 
Station, N.J.  The Township accepts this dedication in fee simple. 
 
 

SECTION 2.   The Township acknowledges receipt of the aforementioned Deed of 
Dedication conveying Indian Purchase, Headquarters Road and Creek Road to the Township in fee 
simple, together with an executed Affidavit of Title, Corporate Resolution and documents evidencing 
that title is marketable and free and clear of liens. 
 

SECTION 3.   If the provision of any article, section, subsection, paragraph, subdivision or 
clause of this Ordinance shall be judged invalid by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such Order 
Judgment shall not affect or invalidate the remainder of any such article, section, subsection, 
paragraph or clause and, to this end, the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be 
severable. 
 

SECTION 4.   This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final adoption and 
publication according to law, and upon the recording of the Deed; a copy of this Ordinance shall also 
be recorded in the Hunterdon County Clerk’s office. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mrs. Muir to introduce this ordinance, seconded by Mr. Gatti, and on Roll 
Call vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mrs. Allen   - Aye 
Mr. Gatti  - Aye 

 Mrs. Muir  - Aye 
Mayor Auriemma - Aye 
 
A Public Hearing was scheduled for 8:00 p.m. on May 5, 2008. 
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*8. David Salem, Block 67, Lot 1 – release of unused escrow funds ($500.00)  
 
 This item was addressed under Consent Agenda 
 
*9. John Matonis, Block 60, Lot 16.02 – request for release of unused escrow funds 
 ($672.50) 
  
 This item was addressed under Consent Agenda. 
 
*10. Special Events Permit – 2008 Balloon Festival/Solberg Aviation, Block 56, Lot 3 
 
 This item was addressed under Consent Agenda. 
 
*11. TONNAGE Grant Application  
 
 This item was addressed under Consent Agenda. 
 
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: 
 
Administrator Mekovetz reviewed a draft of a letter to request a reduction in the speed limit on Main 
Street. 
 
ATTORNEY’S REPORT: 
 
Attorney Dragan stated the she had attended a meeting at Lebanon Borough regarding a designation 
on Route 78 as a “Scenic Byway” from beginning of Route 78 in Phillipsburg to the Milepost 29.  
She reported Lebanon Borough would sponsor the application through DOT.  Once a town is 
designated as a “Scenic Byway”, the town will not allow any additional billboards to be put up along 
Route 78.  Additional information will be distributed to the Committee. 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT: 
 
Engineer McEldowney reported that the resurfacing on Main Street would commence in June and he 
would like to coordinate the work to be done on the Bank Street parking lot (curb modification, 
relocation of driveway and to improve site distance) with the County through a reimbursement 
process. He requested that the Committee agree to accept the responsibility for paying the cost up to 
$6,100; this would allow the County to move forward and award the contract to the lowest bidder. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Gatti to approve the Township accepting responsibility for payment to 
the County for the portion of work to be done on the Bank Street Parking lot, seconded by Mrs. Allen 
with a Roll Call vote: 
 
Mrs. Allen   - Aye 
Mr. Gatti   - Aye 
Mrs. Muir  - Aye 
Mayor Auriemma - Aye  
 
Engineer McEldowney reported that the Wetlands application for the Bank Street lot has been 
rejected and adjustments have been made to reconfigure the parking area and the new plan will be 
resubmitted to the DEP to for approval. 
 
Engineer McEldowney stated that Fred DiIorio, Developer of the Spring Meadows sub-division,  
would begin planting trees within the next week and the fence along Holly Lane will be repaired with 
concrete footings. There was a discussion regarding some residents not wanting the trees planted on 
their property.  Engineer McEldowney suggested that these residents come before the Township 
Committee with their requests. 
 
Mrs. Allen requested that some additional trees be placed on top of Holly Lane.  Engineer 
McEldowney will make this request. 
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Mrs. Allen requested that Engineer McEldowney check on the status of the soil suitability  
test of Block 80, Lot 1. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Thomas Auriemma: 
 
Mayor Auriemma reported that the “Recreation Needs Assessment” is complete and a presentation 
should be made soon. 
 
Julia Allen: 
 
Mrs. Allen reported that the open space walks are continuing and they had a very successful walk on 
Dreahook Road. 
 
Frank Gatti: 
 
Mr. Gatti stated that he had nothing to report at this time. 
 
Beatrice Muir: 
 
Beatrice Muir reported that Social Services met a week ago and things are going well. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
Mayor Auriemma asked for comments from the public.  
 
Mr. Ted Peters, County Line Road, asked if the Lightfield Road Ordinance could be amended to 
include County Line Road.  The Committee requested that Attorney Dragan prepare an ordinance 
prohibiting parking on County Line Road (Readington Township sections) for consideration at the 
next meeting. 
 
Ingelore Krug stated she continues to have flooding problems on her property and she feels they are 
caused by the new homes being built by Genesis Builders. Engineer McEldowney will check the 
property again to determine the cause of flooding. 
 
John Kalinach of Whitehouse Station commented on discussions by the Committee regarding a 
sidewalk ordinance and requested that the Committee consider the effects of such an ordinance on 
neighborhoods that may only have sidewalks on one side of the street if this ordinance is considered 
for adoption.  
 
Bruce Fuller commented on the sidewalk ordinance, and also referred to the trees along Main Street 
that were lifting the sidewalks on Main Street.  
 
COMMENTS FROM THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
Mayor Auriemma asked if there were any comments from the Governing Body.   
 
Mrs. Muir requested that stop signs be removed from Lazy Brook Road/River Ave and also West 
Woodschurch Road and Woodschurch Road because they are hardly ever traveled.  Engineer 
McEldowney will review his files and discuss this with Scott Jesseman. 
 
As there was no further business, a motion was made at 9:50 p.m. by Frank Gatti to adjourn the 
meeting, seconded by Mrs. Muir with a vote of all ayes, nays none recorded. 
 
 
       Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
 
 
       Vita Mekovetz, RMC/MMC/RPPO 
       Administrator/Municipal Clerk 
 


