
 READINGTON TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
MEETING – January 20, 2009 

 
 

 Mayor Allen calls the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. announcing that all laws governing the 
Open Public Meetings Act have been met and that this meeting has been duly advertised. 
 
PRESENT:             Mayor J. Allen, Deputy Mayor B. Muir, Mr. T. Auriemma, Mr. F. Gatti,   
                 Mr. G. Shamey 

                                   
ALSO PRESENT:   Administrator Mekovetz, Attorney S. Dragan 
 
ABSENT:                None 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
Clerk read the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 

1.  The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the specified subject 
matter as set forth in the following Exhibit “A:” 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., the Open Public Meetings Act, permits the exclusion of the 
public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and  

 
 WHEREAS, the Township Committee is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist 

and desires to authorize the exclusion of the public from the portion of the meeting in accordance 
with the act;  

 
  NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

 Readington, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey as follows: 
 

 
EXHIBIT A 

         Date Anticipate When 
Subject Matter       Basis Of Public Exclusion       

• City Connections, LLC 

Disclosed to Public 
 
Contract Negotiations/……………...Olsefski / 404 Dove Cote Court…….   Certain information at the  
               discretion of the Township  
                                         Committee tonight…other  
           information will remain  
           confidential      
Contract Negotiations……………..  Professional Services…………….… “ “ “  

• Martin Allen, Esq./Tax Attorney 
• ClarkeγCatonγHintz 
• Scott Mitzner, Esq./Public Defender 

          
Contract Negotiations…………… Board of Ed. / Sewer Agreement….. “ “ “ 
 
Land Acq/Contract Negotiations……Block 22, Lot 6 (Jensen)………… “ “ “ 
 
Contract Negotiations………….. PBA……………………………… “ “ “ 
 
Contract Negotiations………….. Building and Grounds……………... “ “ “ 
 
Contract Negotiations…………….. Public Works………………………. “ “ “ 
 
Personnel………………………… Police……………………………… “ “ “ 
 
Personnel……………………… Three Bridges Library……………… “ “ “ 
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Attorney-Client Privilege……………Executive Session Minutes..   “ “ “ 

      (December 15, 2008, January 5, 2009) 
 
 Litigation……………………………. Block 48, Lot 23; Block 55, Lot 33; “ “ “  
                   Block 56, Lots 1, 3, 6 & 8; Block 39, 
                   Lot 24 and Block 67, Lot 2  
        (Solberg Aviation/Hromoho) 
  
 It is anticipated at this time that the stated subject matter will be made public on or about the 

time set forth in Exhibit “A”. 
 

2. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Gatti to adopt this resolution, seconded by Mrs. Muir with a vote 
of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Mayor Allen led those present in the Salute to the Flag. 
 
Mayor Allen announced that the following business was completed during Executive Session: 
 
Contract Negotiations/Olsefski/404 Dove Cote Court 
 
Mayor Allen stated this matter remains in Executive Session. 
 
Contract Negotiations/Professional Services/City Connections, LLC 
 
The following resolution was offered for consideration: 

  
#R-2009-16 

 
TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON 

RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, there exists a need in the Township of Readington for Professional Services; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contract Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the 
Resolution hiring a professional for professional services without competitive bids must be 
publicly advertised. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the 
Township of Readington as follows: 
 

1. That the following contract has been awarded without competitive bidding as a 
"Professional Service" in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1) (a) of the Local 
Public Contract Law because the services rendered or to be performed are by  

  persons authorized by law to practice their profession: 
 

      �   City Connections, LLC for Municipal Website Services at the following rates: 

$6,650.00 annual fee 
 

2. Said contract shall expire on December 31, 2009. 

3. Copies of this Professional Service Contract are on file with the Municipal  
Clerk and are available there for public inspection.  

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
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A MOTION was made by Mr. Shamey to adopt this Resolution, seconded by Mr. Gatti and on 
Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mr. Auriemma    -Aye  
Mr. Gatti    -Aye 
Mrs. Muir    -Aye 
Mr. Shamey    -Aye 
Mayor Allen    -Aye  
 
Contract Negotiations/Professional Services/Martin Allen, Esq. 
 
The following resolution was offered for consideration: 
 

#R-2009-17 
  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 
TAX ATTORNEY/BANKRUPTCY SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, the Township of Readington has a need to acquire Tax Attorney/Bankruptcy 
Services as a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44a-20.5; and 
 

WHEREAS, the term “non-fair and open contract,” for the purposes of the law, refers to 
a Professional Services Contract awarded to a contractor who has not made a political 
contribution as described in N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 et seq. or in N.J.S.A. 19:44a-8, et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township Administrator has determined and certified in writing that the 
value of the services may exceed $17,500; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Martin Allen, Esq. has submitted a proposal indicating he will provide Tax 
Attorney/Bankruptcy Services at a rate of $140 per hour for a total amount not to exceed the 
amount appropriated for this service in the approved/adopted 2009 budget. 
 

WHEREAS, Martin Allen, Esq. has completed and submitted a Business Entity 
Disclosure Certification which certifies that Martin Allen, Esq. has not made any reportable 
contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Township of Readington in the 
previous one (1) year, and that the contract will prohibit Martin Allen, Esq. from making any 
reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer=s Certification of the availability of funds is on 
file - N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.4) and will be amended to reflect the final approved funds for this purpose 
upon adoption/approval of the 2009 budget. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the 
Township of Readington, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, authorizes the Mayor to 
enter into a contract with Martin Allen, Esq. as described herein; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and 
the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said contract shall expire on December 31, 2009; 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Professional Service Contract are on 
file with the Municipal Clerk and are available there for public inspection; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Shamey to adopt this Resolution, seconded by Mr. Gatti and on 
Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 
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Mr. Auriemma    -Aye  
Mr. Gatti    -Aye 
Mrs. Muir    -Aye 
Mr. Shamey    -Aye 
Mayor Allen    -Aye  
 
Contract Negotiations/Professional Services/ClarkeγCatonγHintz 
 
The following resolution was offered for consideration: 
 

#R-2009-18 
  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 
PROFESSIONAL PLANNING AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES 

 
WHEREAS, the Township of Readington has a need to acquire Professional Planning  

and Landscape Architectural Services as a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions 
of N.J.S.A. 19:44a-20.5; and 
 

WHEREAS, the term “non-fair and open contract,” for the purposes of the law, refers to 
a Professional Services Contract awarded to a contractor who has not made a political 
contribution as described in N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 et seq. or in N.J.S.A. 19:44a-8, et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township Administrator has determined and certified in writing that the 
value of the services may exceed $17,500; and 

 
WHEREAS, ClarkeγCatonγHintz has submitted a proposal indicating they will provide  

Professional Planning and Landscape Architectural Services for rates as detailed in the contract 
for a total amount not to exceed the amount appropriated for this service in the approved/adopted 
2009 budget. 
 

WHEREAS, ClarkeγCatonγHintz has completed and submitted a Business Entity 
Disclosure Certification which certifies that ClarkeγCatonγHintz has not made any reportable 
contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Township of Readington in the 
previous one (1) year, and that the contract will prohibit ClarkeγCatonγHintz from making any 
reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer=s Certification of the availability of funds is on 
file - N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.4) and will be amended to reflect the final approved funds for this purpose 
upon adoption/approval of the 2009 budget. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the 
Township of Readington, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, authorizes the Mayor to 
enter into a contract with ClarkeγCatonγHintz as described herein; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and 
the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said contract shall expire on December 31, 2009; 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Professional Service Contract 
including the rate schedule are on file with the Municipal Clerk and are available there for public 
inspection; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Shamey to adopt this Resolution, seconded by Mr. Gatti and on 
Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 
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Mr. Auriemma    -Aye  
Mr. Gatti    -Aye 
Mrs. Muir    -Aye 
Mr. Shamey    -Aye 
Mayor Allen    -Aye  
 
Contract Negotiations/Professional Services/Scott Mitzner, Esq. 
 
The following resolution was offered for consideration: 
 

#R-2009-19 
  

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR 
MUNICIPAL PUBLIC DEFENDER SERVICES 

 
 WHEREAS, the Township of Readington has a need to acquire Municipal Public 
Defender Services as a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44a-
20.5; and 
 

WHEREAS, the term Anon-fair and open contract,@ for the purposes of the law, refers to 
a Professional Services Contract awarded to a contractor who has not made a political 
contribution as described in N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 et seq. or in N.J.S.A. 19:44a-8, et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township Administrator has determined and certified in writing that the 
value of the services may exceed $17,500; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Scott Mitzner, Esq. has submitted a proposal indicating he will provide 
Municipal Public Defender Services at a rate of $100 per hour for a total amount not to exceed 
the amount appropriated for this service in the approved/adopted 2009 budget. 
 

WHEREAS, Scott Mitzner, Esq. has completed and submitted a Business Entity 
Disclosure Certification which certifies that Scott Mitzner, Esq. has not made any reportable 
contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Township of Readington in the 
previous one (1) year, and that the contract will prohibit Scott Mitzner, Esq. from making any 
reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer=s Certification of the availability of funds is on 
file - N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.4) and will be amended to reflect the final approved funds for this purpose 
upon adoption/approval of the 2009 budget. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the 
Township of Readington, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, authorizes the Mayor to 
enter into a contract with Scott Mitzner, Esq. as described herein; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and 
the Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said contract shall expire on December 31, 2009; 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Professional Service Contract are on 
file with the Municipal Clerk and are available there for public inspection; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

A MOTION was made by Mr. Shamey to adopt this Resolution, seconded by Mr. Gatti and on 
Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 
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Mr. Auriemma    -Aye  
Mr. Gatti    -Aye 
Mrs. Muir    -Aye 
Mr. Shamey    -Aye 
Mayor Allen    -Aye  

 
Contract Negotiations/Board of Education/Sewer Agreement 

 
Mayor Allen stated this matter remains in Executive Session. 
 
Contract Negotiations/Land Acquisition/Block 22, Lot 6 (Jensen) 
 
Mayor Allen stated there was no discussion on this matter. 
 
Contract Negotiations/PBA 
 
Mayor Allen stated this matter remains in Executive Session. 
 
Contract Negotiations/Building and Grounds 
 
Mayor Allen stated this matter remains in Executive Session. 
 
Contract Negotiations/Public Works 
 
Mayor Allen stated this matter remains in Executive Session. 
 
Personnel/Police 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Shamey to promote Patrolman Brandon Griffiths and Joseph 
Reilly from probationary Patrolman to Patrolman, seconded by Mr. Gatti and on Roll Call vote 
the following was recorded: 
 
Mr. Auriemma    -Aye  
Mr. Gatti    -Aye 
Mrs. Muir    -Aye 
Mr. Shamey    -Aye 
Mayor Allen    -Aye  
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Shamey to promote Sergeant William DuFosse’ from 
probationary Sergeant to Sergeant, seconded by Mr. Gatti and on Roll Call vote the following 
was recorded: 
 
Mr. Auriemma    -Aye  
Mr. Gatti    -Aye 
Mrs. Muir    -Aye 
Mr. Shamey    -Aye 
Mayor Allen    -Aye 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Shamey to accept the notice of retirement of James H. Beam from 
the Readington Township Police Department effective June 1, 2009, seconded by Mr. Gatti and 
on Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mr. Auriemma    -Aye  
Mr. Gatti    -Aye 
Mrs. Muir    -Aye 
Mr. Shamey    -Aye 
Mayor Allen    -Aye  
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Personnel/Three Bridges Library 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Shamey to hire Lorraine Post at a rate of $13.49 per hour to 
replace Joyce Tigner, resigned, as Assistant Librarian at the Three Bridges Library, for a total of 
18 hours per week, seconded by Mr. Gatti and on Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mr. Auriemma    -Aye  
Mr. Gatti    -Aye 
Mrs. Muir    -Aye 
Mr. Shamey    -Aye 
Mayor Allen    -Aye  
 
Attorney-Client Privilege/Executive Session Minutes (December 15, 2008, January 5, 2009) 
 
A MOTION was made by Mrs. Muir to approve the Executive Session Minutes of December 15, 
2008 for content only, seconded by Mr. Shamey with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mrs. Muir to approve the Executive Session Minutes of January 5, 
2009 for content only, seconded by Mr. Gatti with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Litigation/Block 48, Lot 23; Block 55, Lot 33; Block 56, Lot 1, 3, 6 & 8; Block 39, Lot 24 and 
Block 67, Lot 2 (Solberg Aviation/Hromoho) 
 
Mayor Allen stated this matter remains in Executive Session. 
 
Mayor Allen stated two matters were added onto the Executive Session: 
 
Litigation/Liquor License/ASKJAC 
 
Mayor Allen stated this matter remains in Executive Session. 
 
Personnel/Municipal Court 
 
Mayor Allen stated this matter remains in Executive Session. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Mayor Allen read the following statement: 
 
All items listed with an asterisk “*” are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and 
will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a  
committee member or citizen requests, in which event the item will be removed from the General 
Order of Business and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda. 
 
         *1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES of meeting of January 5, 2009 
  
         *2. Resolution Authorizing Application for a Loan from the New Jersey 
  Environmental Infrastructure Financing Program 
 
  The following resolution was offered for consideration: 
 

#R-2009-20 
 

TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPLICATION 
FOR A LOAN FROM THE NEW JERSEY ENVIRONMENTAL 

INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCING PROGRAM 
  
Applicant:   Township of Readington      Loan Number: 5343034-04 
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Resolution #R-2009-20 cont’d: 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of Readington intends to file an application with the New 
Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and the New Jersey Environmental 
Infrastructure Trust for the Land Acquisition Project #5343034-04 (Holland Brook Greenway). 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Vita Mekovetz, Administrator/ 
Municipal Clerk, is authorized to act as the Authorized Representative to represent the Township 
of Readington in all matters relating to the project undertaken pursuant to the above referenced 
New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Loan to be executed with the New Jersey Department 
of Environmental Protection and the New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust.  The 
Authorized Representative may be contacted at: 
 

Township of Readington 
509 Route 523 
Whitehouse Station, New Jersey  08889 
908-534-4051 

 
         *3. Kathleen Paolino, Block 48, Lot 30 – release of escrow 
 
         *4. William Harder, Block 75, Lot 37 – release of escrow 
 
         *5. Firemen’s Application Membership – Justin R. Pfauth 
        
         *6. Payment of Bills 
 
  Fund Description   Fund No. Received Total 
    
  CURRENT FUND   8-01  $     49,298.54 
  SEWER APPROPRIATIONS 8-02  $     50,000.00 
  CURRENT FUND   9-01  $   424,938.46 
  SEWER APPROPRIATIONS 9-02  $     99,616.67 
  TRUST FUNDS   X-03  $     16,956.13 
  MISC REFUND, COUNTY TAX,   
  LIENS     X-05  $     24,615.08 
  PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS  X-06  $   183,554.15 
  REGIONAL & LOCAL  
  SCHOOL TAX   X-07  $5,497,017.49 
  DUE TO STATE OF NJ  X-09  $          200.00 
   
  TOTAL OF ALL FUNDS               $6,346,196.52 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Auriemma to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Mr. Gatti 
and on Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mr. Auriemma    -Aye  
Mr. Gatti    -Aye 
Mrs. Muir    -Aye 
Mr. Shamey    -Aye 
Mayor Allen    -Aye 
 
CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER INFORMATION: 
 
 1. Letter dated December 30, 2008 from Michael J. Filippone, Director, Rates & 
   Regulatory Affairs, Jersey Central Power and Light regarding Notice of  
   Filing and Public Hearing related to a Petition filed by Jersey Central Power 
   & Light for a Proposed New Solar Financing Program.  No action taken. 
 
 2. Letter dated January 8, 2009 from William G. Dressel, Jr. Executive Director, 
   New Jersey State League of Municipalities regarding Resolution calling for 
   a reduction in required payment for library funding.  No action taken. 
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 3. Letter dated January 12, 2009 from Yacoub Yacoub, Bureau Chief, Department  
   of Environmental Protection regarding No Further Action Letter and Covenant 
   Not to Sue, Block 98, Lot 2.27.     (Entire File Available in Clerk’s Office for  
   Review)  No action taken. 
 
I. OLD BUSINESS: 
 
  1. None 
             
J. NEW BUSINESS: 
 
 1. An Ordinance Providing for the Assumption of Maintenance Responsibilities 
  on the Paper Street Known as Harlem Street in the Township of Readington  
 
  Attorney Dragan stated that she wanted to add some language to the draft to reflect  
  the fact that the original owners that installed the 10’ wide paved driveway on  
  Harlem Street are not the same as the current owners.  She stated the current  
  owners are still maintaining what the original owners installed. 
  
  The following Ordinance was offered for introduction: 

 
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ASSUMPTION OF MAINTENANCE 

RESPONSIBILITIES ON THE PAPER STREET KNOWN AS HARLEM STREET IN THE 
TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON 

 
Ordinance # 01-2009 

  
 WHEREAS, Harlem Street, from its beginning at Cushetunk Avenue within the Four 
Seasons development to its end at Route 523 (Main Street), is a 50’ wide paper street that was 
originally dedicated to the Township of Readington by subdivision map #78 entitled “Map of 
Quality Hill Subdivision into Lots for L.J. Kierznicki” filed on March 7, 1940 in the Hunterdon 
County Clerk’s Office.  A “paper street” means that this 50’ wide strip of property is a public 
area owned in fee simple by the Township, but that it was never improved for use as a road; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Harlem Street is also located between Block 26, Lots 1 (now or formerly 
Winship) and Block 22, Lot 38 (now or formerly Klein).  The original owners of Lot 38 installed 
a 10 ft. wide paved driveway onto a portion of Harlem Street near Route 523, privately 
maintained and used the driveway for many years, and the current owners continue to do so at 
the present time; and 
 
 WHEREAS, when K. Hovnanian, developer of the Four Seasons project, applied for 
subdivision and site plan approval (and even prior to that, when different development was 
planned for the property), the Planning Board record indicates that Harlem Street was intended to 
be maintained as a pedestrian walkway and to remain open for emergency access from its 
beginning at Cushetunk Avenue to Route 523, for the benefit of that development.  Accordingly, 
the Four Seasons’ homeowners association documents state that the “path is currently planned to 
be unlit and will extend to  County Route 523 by way of a public paper street known as Harlem 
Street which, at the discretion of Readington Township, may be improved for use.  The path will 
be maintained by the Association”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, as a result of the Planning Board approvals, the developer constructed the 
pedestrian walkway to be approximately 6 ft. wide with a paved surface to support the dual 
purpose of a walkway and as an access for the Township’s emergency vehicles.  The developer 
also installed certain landscaping and other improvements within the paper street, along the 
pedestrian pathway, as directed by the terms of the subdivision and sit plan approval, and 
 
 WHEREAS, since its installation, many questions have been presented to the Township 
Committee by the Four Seasons Homeowners Association with respect to the extent of 
maintenance required on the walkway by the Association and the shared responsibilities of the 
owners of Block 22, Lot 38 for the driveway portion located within Harlem Street, which also 
serves as part of the walkway; and 
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Ordinance #01-2009 cont’d: 
 
 WHEREAS, there exists no agreement among or between any of the owners of Block 26, 
Lot 1; Block 22, Lot 38; the Four Seasons Homeowners Association and/or the Township of 
Readington detailing or proportioning the responsibilities of maintenance or improvements of the 
pedestrian walkway or Harlem Street; and 
 
 WHEREAS, representatives of the Four Seasons Homeowners Association have 
requested the Township Committee to resolve the issues regarding maintenance of the pedestrian 
walkway and areas within the paper street; and 
 
 WHEREAS, although the Four Seasons Homeowners Association agreed to maintain a 
small 6’wide portion of Harlem Street comprising the pedestrian walkway, the Township still has 
responsibility for the remaining width of Harlem Street since it is publicly-owned; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Township Committee further believes that because Harlem Street is serving 
different property owners, as well as providing access for emergency vehicles; that it is in the 
public interest and welfare to assume maintenance responsibilities on the entirety of Harlem 
Street, including the pedestrian pathway. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township 
of Readington, County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
 Section 1. For all the reasons expressed above, the Township Committee agrees to 
assume maintenance responsibilities for the entire 50 ft. width of Harlem Street from its 
beginning at Cushetunk Avenue in the Four Seasons Development to its end at Route 523/Main 
Street in Whitehouse Station.  Maintenance shall include:  maintaining the surface of the 
pedestrian pathway in a reasonably safe condition for walking, as well as trimming trees or other 
vegetation so as to keep the pathway free from hanging or encroaching branches and repair of 
any structures originally installed by the developer within the paper street.  The Township will 
also undertake snow and ice removal on this walkway area; however, it will not be performed 
until after the public streets in the Township have been plowed.  Any improvement (i.e. paving, 
construction: installation of a new surface; or reconstruction) of the walkway or driveway 
portion of Block 22, Lot 38 located on Harlem Street will remain the Township’s responsibility 
and shall be performed strictly at the discretion of the Township Committee and subject to 
recommendation by the Township’s Public Works Department and/or Township Engineer. 
 
 Section 2. The Township Administrator/Clerk is directed to notify the affected 
property owners of this decision. 
 
 Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect immediately and shall be placed of record 
in the Hunterdon County Clerk’s Office. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Gatti to introduce this ordinance as amended, seconded by Mr. 
Auriemma and on Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mr. Auriemma    -Aye  
Mr. Gatti    -Aye 
Mrs. Muir    -Aye 
Mr. Shamey    -Aye 
Mayor Allen    -Aye 
 
A Public Hearing was scheduled for February 17, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. 
 
          2. An Ordinance to Amending Portions of a Previously Adopted Ordinance by the 
   Township of Readington on December 6, 1982 Governing Sewer Charges for the 
   Township of Readington  
 
   Mayor Allen stated the proposal is to increase the charges from $400 per year to  
   $420 per year for each sewer unit in the Three Bridges Sewer Area and Whitehouse 
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   Sewer Area.  Mayor Allen stated over the years the Township has been very  
   conservative with what has been charged for the sewer units but from time to time  
   an adjustment must be made. 
 
   The following Ordinance was offered for introduction: 
                   
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING PORTIONS OF A PREVIOUSLY ADOPTED ORDINANCE 
BY THE TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON ON DECEMBER 6, 1982 GOVERNING SEWER 

CHARGES FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON 
 

Ordinance # 02-2009 
 

 WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Readington, County of 
Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, on December 6, 1982 adopted an ordinance establishing the 
rates to be charged for each sewer rental unit; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost of operating the sewer system for the Township of Readington has 
increased since the setting of the initial rate in 1982; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Township of Readington that the sewer system 
not be operated at a loss. 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED, by the Township 
Committed of the Township of Readington, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey, as 
follows: 
 

1. Section 187-5, D of the Code of the Township of Readington, pertaining to Sewer 
Charges is amended as follows [additions are indicated thus

 
         The charges for sewer service as hereinafter set forth shall commence on the date of   
         connection or ninety (90) days after such owner has received notice to connect,    
         whichever event first occurs.  Upon failure to pay the charges whether or not         
         connection is made, the owner shall be liable for the penalties and fine provisions    
         hereinafter set forth in this ordinance.  The sewer charges shall be made by the    
         Township and billed to the owners of real property upon which there are              
         improvements at the sanitary sewer rental or charge of $400  

, deletions are indicated 
thus]: 

$420 per year for each     
         sewer rental unit in the Three Bridges Sewer Area and $400 $420

2. All other terms, conditions and/or provisions of the afore described ordinance  

 per year for each            
sewer rental unit in the Whitehouse Sewer Area.  The number of sewer rental units             
shall be determined in different instances as follows:.... 
 

shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
        3.     This Ordinance shall take effect upon adoption and publication according. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Gatti to introduce this ordinance, seconded by Mr. Auriemma and 
on Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mr. Auriemma    -Aye  
Mr. Gatti    -Aye 
Mrs. Muir    -Aye 
Mr. Shamey    -Aye 
Mayor Allen    -Aye 
 
A Public Hearing was scheduled for February 17, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. 
 
      3. An Ordinance Amending Ordinance #11-2007, Amending the Land Development  
   Ordinance of the Township of Readington, Hunterdon County, New Jersey, of 
   December 1992 as heretofore Supplemented and Amended  
 



Readington Township Committee 
Meeting – January 20, 2009 
Page 12 of 18 
   Administrator Mekovetz stated this ordinance was actually introduced and adopted  
   by the Committee but due to an error in meeting some of the legal requirements,  
   Ordinance #27-2008 has to be rescinded and re-introduce this ordinance. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Shamey to rescind Ordinance #27-2008, seconded by Mr. 
Auriemma and on Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mr. Auriemma    -Aye  
Mr. Gatti    -Aye 
Mrs. Muir    -Aye 
Mr. Shamey    -Aye 
Mayor Allen    -Aye  
 
   The following Ordinance was offered for introduction: 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE #11-2007, AMENDING THE LAND 

DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON, HUNTERDON 
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, OF DECEMBER 1992 AS HERETOFORE SUPPLEMENTED 

AND AMENDED 
 

Ordinance #03-2009 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Township Committee of the Township of 
Readington, County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, that certain sections of Readington 
Township Ordinance #11-2007 be amended as follows, [additions are indicated thus, deletions 
are indicated thus]. All other portions of Ordinance #11-2007 which are not set forth in the 
amendments below remain in full force and effect. 
 
 Section 1.   Section 4 of Ordinance #11-2007 pertaining to technical standards, 
specifically Section 148-65.2E (1), appearing under “Detention/retention basins for stream flood 
and erosion control” is amended as follows: 
 
 (1) Detention and/or retention basins shall be designed to capture and retain all 
stormwater runoff from the site’s impervious surfaces during the water quality storms, and from 
all smaller storms.  The runoff shall then be slowly released in accordance with the requirements 
presented in Section 3:7.1.  Detention basins shall be used in concert with other stormwater 
BMPs, such as drywells, infiltration systems, grassed swales, manufactured treatment devices, 
etc. so that the stormwater management measures employed in the project achieve a minimum of 
90% TSS removal. 
 
 Section II.   Section 4 of Ordinance #11-2007 pertaining to technical standards, 
specifically, Section 148-65.2F (1) appearing under “Water quality control and infiltration 
measures” is amended as follows: 
 
 (1)  In most instances, the water quality control and infiltration performance requirements 
of this chapter will be satisfied by multiple structures or devices (see section 3.6 of this chapter).  
Furthermore, most structures or devices will achieve both a water quality control and infiltration 
benefit.  Compliance with the provisions of this chapter will be based on a project wide 
summation of runoff characteristics.  The applicant will show how the collection of structures or 
devices incorporated in the stormwater management plan will jointly satisfy the performance 
requirements of this chapter. 
 
 Section III. a.   Section 5 of Ordinance #11-2007 pertaining to the requirements for a site 
development/stormwater plan, specifically Section 148-65.3A, appearing under “Submission of 
site development stormwater plan” is amended as follows: 
 
 (1)   Whenever an applicant seeks municipal approval of a development subject to this 
chapter, the applicant shall submit all of the required components of the Checklist for the Site 
Development Stormwater Plan, Sec.148-65.3C 4.3, as part of the submission of the application 
for subdivision or site plan approval. 
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Ordinance #03-2009 cont’d: 
 
b.     Section 148-65.3A (3) appearing under “Submission of site development stormwater plan” 
is amended as follows: 
 
(3)   The submission requirements set forth in the checklist in Sec. 148-65.3C 4.3 are in addition 
to any other required development checklists.  Failure to provide all items will result in an 
application being deemed incomplete. 
 
 Section IV.    Section 5 of Ordinance #11-2007 pertaining to requirements for a site 
development/stormwater plan, specifically Section 148-65:3C (5) (a) appearing under “Checklist 
Requirements” is amended to read as follows: 
 
 (5) Calculations. 
 (a) Comprehensive hydrologic and hydraulic design calculations for the predevelopment 
and post-development conditions for the design storms as specified in Section 3 of this 
Ordinance and in keeping with NJAC 7:8 and as detailed in the New Jersey Stormwater Best 
Management Practices Manual.  Post-development pollution load should be computed using the 
any of the pollutant models as detailed in the most recent NJDEP BMP Manual. 
 
 Section V.   Section 5 of Ordinance #11-2007 pertaining to requirements for a site 
development/stormwater plan, specifically Section 148-65.3C (6)(a) appearing under “Checklist 
Requirements” is amended to read as follows: 
 
 (6) Maintenance and Operation Plan 
 (a) A stand alone Maintenance and Operation manual that details how each of the 
projects BMPs will be inspected and maintained over time must be submitted as part of the site 
plan review and approval process.  The design and planning of the stormwater management 
facility shall meet the objectives of Section 3.8.  
 
 Section VI.   Section 6 of Ordinance #11-2007 pertaining to continued maintenance, 
repair and safety requirements, specifically Section 148-65.4A, appearing under “Applicability” 
is amended to read as follows: 
 
 A. Applicability 
 
 Projects subject to review as specified in Section 148-65.D of this ordinance shall comply 
with the requirements of Section 148-65.4B and Section 148-65.4C  Section 5.2 and Section 5.3. 
 
 Section VII.   Section 4 of Ordinance #11-2007 pertaining to technical standards, 
specifically Section 148-65.2B (2), appearing under “Structural Best Management Practices” is 
amended to read as follows: 
 
 (2) Stormwater control systems shall be designed to reduce pollutant loading (according 
to the requirements of Table 3-1) generated by the development for storm events up to the water 
quality design storm and to retain, as closely as possible, the pre-development by hydrologic 
response of the site, and the watershed. 
 
 Section VIII.   Superseding Ordinance and Inconsistency.  This ordinance supersedes any 
ordinances, sections or portions of the Land Development Ordinance of Readington Township or 
any other Township ordinance inconsistent herewith.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances 
inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.  
Notwithstanding, all other provisions of the within Ordinance #11-2007 not specifically changed 
by the above amendments shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
 Section IX.    Severability.  If the provision of any article, section, subsection, paragraph, 
subdivision or clause of this Ordinance shall be judged invalid by any Court of competent 
jurisdiction, such Order or Judgement shall not affect or invalidate the remainder of any such 
article, section, subsection, paragraph or clause and, to this end, the provisions of this Ordinance 
are hereby declared to be severable. 
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Ordinance #03-2009 cont’d: 
 
 Section X.   Effective Date.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final 
adoption and publication according to the laws of the State of New Jersey and upon approval by 
the Hunterdon County Planning Board pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-97.  If no response is 
received from the Hunterdon County Planning Board with sixty (60) days of its receipt, the 
ordinance shall then be considered to be in effect, as provided by the statute cited above. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Gatti to introduce this ordinance, seconded by Mr. Auriemma and 
on Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mr. Auriemma    -Aye  
Mr. Gatti    -Aye 
Mrs. Muir    -Aye 
Mr. Shamey    -Aye 
Mayor Allen    -Aye 
 
A Public Hearing was scheduled for February 17, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. 
 
      4. An Ordinance Supplementing and Amending Volume II Chapter 148 Entitled 
   “Land Development” of the Code of the Township of Readington, 2000, as 
   heretofore Supplemented and Amended , is hereby Supplemented and Amended   
    
   The following Ordinance was offered for introduction: 

    
AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING VOLUME II CHAPTER 148 

ENTITLED “LAND DEVELOPMENT” OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
READINGTON, 2000, AS HERETOFORE SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED, IS 

HEREBY SUPPLEMENTED AND AMENDED 
 

Ordinance #04-2009 
 

 BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Committee of the Township of Readington, 
County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
 WHEREAS, the regulatory buffer established by the Department of Environmental 
Protection for higher order streams, lakes, ponds, and wetlands is 300 feet; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the existence of such features within 300’ of a property boundary of a tract 
that is the subject of an application for development may affect the development of that property; 
 
 THEREFORE, 
 
 1. Section 148 Attachment 4 entitled “Checklist” is hereby amended to increase the 
distance within which certain off-tract conditions must be depicted, as follows (deletions are 
indicated thus; additions are indicated thus): 
 
 A. §148 Attachment 4 Checklist – Details Required for Minor    
  Subdivision Plats and Minor Site Plans 
 
  16. The location of existing and proposed property lines (with bearings  
   and distances), streets, structures (with their numerical dimensions 
   and an indication as to whether existing structures will be    
   retained or removed), parking spaces, loading areas, driveways, 
   watercourses, railroads, bridges, culverts, drain pipes, any natural 
   features such as treed areas, and any historic features such as   
   family burial grounds and buildings more than 50 years old, both 
   within the tract and within 200 350 feet of its boundary. 
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Ordinance #04-2009  cont’d: 
 
  21. Wetlands and wetland transition areas, including a letter of  
   interpretation or a letter of exemption from the Department of  
   Environmental Protection and Energy (or proof of application) 
   and copies of prepared wetlands report.  The location of marshes, 
   ponds, and hydric soils lands within the tract and with 100 350’. 
 
 B. §148 Attachment 4 Checklist – Details Required for Preliminary   
  Major Subdivision Plats and Preliminary Major Site Plans 
 
  21. The locations and dimensions of existing and proposed bridges and 
   the location of natural features such as wooded areas, water bodies 
   (streams, lakes, ponds, rivers), and any extensive rock formations, 
   both within the tract and within 200 350 feet of its boundaries. 
 
  24. Delineation of floodplains, including both floodway and flood  
   fringe areas, and hydric soil lands; within the tract and within 100 
   350 feet thereof. 
 
  27. Existing and proposed watercourses (including lakes and ponds) 
   with required information: 
 
   a. When a stream is proposed for alteration, improvement or 
    relocation or when a drainage structure or fill is proposed 
    over, under, in or along a running stream, a report on the   
    status of review by the New Jersey Department of Water   
    Policy and Supply and a review report from the Department  
    of Environmental Protection shall accompany the    
    application submission; 
 
   b. Cross-sections of watercourses and/or drainage swales 
    at an appropriate scale showing the extent of floodplain, top 
    of bank, normal water levels and bottom elevations at the  
    locations specified in the Ordinance; 
 
   c. The total acreage of the drainage basin of any watercourse 
    running through or adjacent to the tract; 
 
   d. The location and extent of drainage and conservation   
    easements and stream encroachment lines; 
 
   e. The location, extent and water level elevation of all 
    existing or proposed lakes or ponds within the tract 
    and within 200 350 feet of the tract. 
 
 C. §148 Attachment 4 Checklist – Details Required for Variance or   
  Conditional Use Applications That Are Not Related to Single-Family   
  Homes 
 
  14. The location of existing and proposed property lines (with bearings 
   and distances), streets structures (with their numerical dimensions), 
   parking spaces, loading areas, driveways, watercourses, railroads, 
   bridges, culverts, drain pipes, any natural features such as treed   
   areas, and any historic features such as family burial grounds and   
   buildings more than 50 years old, both within the tract and within   
   200 350 feet of its boundary. 
 
  21. Marshes, ponds and hydric soils lands within the tract and within   
   100 350 feet thereof. 
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Ordinance #04-2009 cont’d: 
 
 2. Severability.     If any paragraph, section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or 
portion of this Article is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by an Court or 
administrative agency of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct 
and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
paragraphs or sections hereof. 
 
 3. Inconsistency.     All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this 
Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 
  
 4. Effective Date.     This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage 
and publication thereof according to law. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Shamey to introduce this ordinance, seconded by Mr. Auriemma 
and on Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mr. Auriemma    -Aye  
Mr. Gatti    -Aye 
Mrs. Muir    -Aye 
Mr. Shamey    -Aye 
Mayor Allen    -Aye 
 
A Public Hearing was scheduled for February 17, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. 
  
    *    5. Resolution Authorizing Application for a Loan from the New Jersey  
   Environmental Infrastructure Financing Program 
 
   This item was addressed under Consent Agenda. 
 
    *    6. Kathleen Paolino, Block 48, Lot 30 – release of escrow 
 
  This item was addressed under Consent Agenda. 
 
    *    7. William Harder, Block 75, Lot 37 – release of escrow 
 
  This item was addressed under Consent Agenda. 
 
    *    8. Firemen’s Application Membership – Justin R. Pfauth 
 
  This item was addressed under Consent Agenda. 
    
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Administrator Mekovetz reported that the schedule for the Newsletter has been set for two 
mailings this year. The copy deadline for the first one, which will be distributed March 12, 2009, 
is February 6th.  Administrator Mekovetz also reported that she received the notice from COAH  
that they have received our Fair Share Application and  it is complete so we can publish a Public 
Notice. 
 
Mayor Allen requested Administrator Mekovetz to check with Scott Jesseman and Clay 
McEldowney regarding the No Parking signs on Lightfield and County Line Road. 

   
 ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
 
 Attorney Dragan stated she had nothing further to report. 
 
 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
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 Thomas Auriemma 
 
 Mr. Auriemma stated he had nothing further to report. 

 
Julia Allen 
 
Mayor Allen reported John Klotz is acting as a liaison between the Open Space Committee and 
the Boy Scouts to make improvements to the Lachenmayer Trail. 
 
Mayor Allen also reported there will be a Sewer Advisory Committee Meeting February 3rd. 
 
Mayor Allen reported that a meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 24th at 6:30 p.m. for 
anyone interested in volunteer opportunities in Readington Township.   
 

 Frank Gatti 
 
 Mr. Gatti stated he had nothing further to report. 
 
 Beatrice Muir 
 
 Mrs. Muir reported the Board of Health is having its Reorganizational Meeting January 21st.  

Mrs. Muir stated there are still vacancies available for alternates on the Board of Health.   
 
 Mrs. Muir stated Public Assistance has done a great job in helping any families in need during 

the holiday season.  
 
 Mrs. Muir also stated there is statistical data available through the Administrator’s office from 

Code Enforcement on building in the community.  Mrs. Muir reminded everyone that it is time to 
license their dogs. 

  
 Gerard Shamey 
 
 Mr. Shamey addressed the Boy Scouts in the audience earning their “Citizenship with the 

Community” merit badges and explained the various boards within the Township, in addition to 
their upcoming meetings if they would be interested in attending any of those meetings as well. 

 
 Mr. Shamey asked if there is a capital improvement ordinance for some roads this year.  

Administrator Mekovetz stated Scott Jesseman and Clay McEldowney will be meeting and 
proposing road improvements. 

 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
Corwood Eller, from Troop 186, came before the Committee to ask about the constitutional 
rights and obligations as a U.S. citizen.   
 
A resident of Rockafellow Mill Road, inquired about paving the dirt portion of Rockafellow Mill 
Road.   
 
Daniel Baker, of Milford, N.J., addressed the Committee and volunteered to mark the trails on 
Cole and Pleasant Road.   
 
Chris Talocka, of Stanton Ridge, reported that there are two street poles, one of which is rusty, 
for the same street in his development.  Mayor Allen requested Administrator Mekovetz to check 
with the Township Engineer to see who is responsible for removing the old signs. 
 

 COMMENTS FROM THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
 There were none. 
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 As there was no further business, A MOTION was made by Mr. Shamey at 8:46 p.m. to adjourn 

the meeting, seconded by Mrs. Muir with a vote of all ayes, nays none recorded. 
 
    
  
         Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
 
 
         Vita Mekovetz, RMC/MMC/RPPO 
         Administrator/Municipal Clerk 
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