
READINGTON TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE  
MEETING – MARCH 3, 2008 

 
Mayor Auriemma calls the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. announcing that all laws governing the 
Open Public Meetings Act have been met and that this meeting has been duly advertised.  
 
PRESENT:  Mayor T. Auriemma, Deputy Mayor J. Allen, Mr. F. Gatti, Mrs. B. Muir,  
    Mr. G. Shamey 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Administrator V. Mekovetz, Attorney S. Dragan, Engineer R. O’Brien 
 
ABSENT:  None 
  
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
  
Clerk read the following Resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., the Open Public Meetings Act, permits the exclusion of the 
public from a meeting in certain circumstances; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township Committee is of the opinion that such circumstances presently exist and 
desires to authorize the exclusion of the public from the portion of the meeting in accordance with the 
act; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Readington, County of Hunterdon, State of New Jersey as follows: 
 
1. The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the specified subject matter 
as set forth in the following Exhibit “A”: 
 

EXHIBIT A 
                           Date Anticipated When   
Subject Matter                     Basis of Public Exclusion                              Disclosed to Public

Personnel Matters……..........................................Personnel………….Certain information at the discretion of the  
                          Township Committee tonight... 
                        Other information will remain confidential  
Waste Management of New Jersey v. ….….........Litigation…………….…................. " " " 
  Readington Twp. Board of Adjustment 
 
Block 8, Lot 3 (Winfield Management Corp.)…..Contract Negotiations...................... " " " 
 
Commercial Vehicle Consultants………………..Contract Negotiations...................... " " " 
 
Executive Session Minutes (Feb. 19, 2008)..........Attorney-Client Privilege................. " " " 
 
Moore vs. Readington Township………………...Litigation…………………………. " " " 
 
Block 48, Lot 23; Block 55, Lot 33; Block 56,  
Lots 1, 3, 6, & 8, Block 39, Lot 24 & Block 67,  
Lot 2 (Solberg Aviation – Hromoho)....................Litigation...........................................  " "   " 
  
Stanton Ridge / Phase I Roadways / 
  Stanton Properties II / Chanco……….....Developer’s Agreement……………    “         “   “ 
 
2. It is anticipated at this time that the stated subject matter will be made public on or about the 
time set forth in Exhibit “A”. 
 
3. This Resolution shall take effect immediately.  
 
A MOTION was made at 6:30 p.m. by Mrs. Muir to adopt this Resolution, seconded by Mr. Shamey 
with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 8:00 p.m. 
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Mayor Auriemma led those present in the Salute to the Flag. 
 
Mayor Auriemma announced that the following business was completed during Executive 
Session: 
 
Personnel/Personnel Matters 
 
Mayor Auriemma announced that this matter will remain in Executive Session. 
 
Litigation/Waste Management of New Jersey v. Readington Twp. Board of Adjustment  
 
Mayor Auriemma announced that this matter will remain in Executive Session. 
 
Contract Negotiations/Block 8, Lot 3 (Winfield Management Corp.) 
 
Mayor Auriemma announced that this matter will remain in Executive Session.  Mrs. Muir left the 
room. 
 
Contract Negotiations/Commercial Vehicle Consultants 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Shamey to approve the contract for Commercial Vehicle Consultants, 
Inc. to prepare vehicle specifications for one (1) commercial vehicle for the Department of Public 
Works at a cost of $1,075 and $175 per meeting.  This motion was seconded by Mrs. Allen and on 
Roll Call vote the following was recorded: 
 
Mrs. Allen   - Aye 
Mr. Gatti   - Aye 
Mr. Shamey   - Aye 
Mayor Auriemma - Aye 
 
Attorney-Client Privilege/Executive Session Minutes (February 19, 2008)   
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Shamey to approve the Executive Session Minutes of February 19, 
2008 for content, seconded by Mrs. Allen with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
 
Litigation/Stephanie Moore v. Twp. of Readington, et als. 
 
Mayor Auriemma announced that this matter will remain in Executive Session. 
 
Litigation – Block 48, Lot 23; Block 55, Lot 33; Block 56, Lots 1, 3, 6, & 8;                           
                   Block 39, Lot 24 and Block 67, Lot 2 (Solberg Aviation – Hromoho) 
 
Mayor Auriemma announced that this matter will remain in Executive Session. 
 
Stanton Ridge / Phase I Roadways / Stanton Properties II / Chanco:  Developer’s Agreement  
 
A MOTION was made by Mrs. Muir to approve a developer’s agreement for the remaining tree 
planting within the Stanton Ridge development.  This motion was seconded by Mrs. Allen and on 
Roll Call the following vote was recorded: 
 
 Mrs. Allen   - Aye 
 Mr. Gatti   - Aye 
 Mrs. Muir   - Aye 
 Mr. Shamey   - Aye 
 Mayor Auriemma  - Aye 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
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Mayor Auriemma read the following statement: 
 
All items listed with an asterisk “*” are considered to be routine by the Township Committee and will 
be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a committee 
member or citizen requests, in which event the item will be removed from the General Order of 
Business and considered in its normal sequence on the agenda.  
        
*   1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of meeting of February 19, 2008. 
 
*   2. Request for refund of escrow – Block 63, Lot 53.05 (Pincus). 
 
  * 3. Hunterdon County Surface Treatment Program 
 
  * 4. Resolution authorizing application for a loan from the New Jersey Environmental  
  Infrastructure Financing Program. 
 
 * 5. Payment of Bills 
 
 Fund Description                         Fund No.                  Received Total 
 

CURRENT FUND APPROPRIATION  001  $     468,910.33  
TRUST FUND APPROPRIATION   003  $  53,748.50 
MISC REFUND, COUNTY TAX, LIENS  005  $  36,653.61 
PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS    006  $  145,773.21 
CAPITAL APPROPRIATION    033  $  408.80 
2007 CAPITAL ORDINANCES    077  $  3,173.00 

 
  TOTAL OF ALL FUNDS:             $        708,667.45 
 
A MOTION was made by Mr. Shamey to approve the Consent Agenda. This motion was seconded by 
Mrs. Allen and on Roll Call the following vote was recorded: 
 
Mrs. Allen   - Aye 
Mr. Gatti   - Aye  
Mr. Shamey   - Aye 
Mayor Auriemma - Aye 
 
Mrs. Muir returned to the room. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE / OTHER INFORMATION: 
 
1. Resolution from Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders Opposing the Proposed 

Conversion of Route 440 into a Toll Road.  No action taken. 
 
2. Ordinance #2008-1085 from Branchburg Township amending the Land Development 

Ordinance of the Township of Branchburg by replacing sections 13-1 through 13-17 and 
section 13-20 in article 13, entitled “Affordable Housing”, in their entirety.  No action 
taken. 

 
3. Ordinance #2008-1087 from Branchburg Township amending the Land Development 

Ordinance of the Township of Branchburg by replacing section 13-19, entitled “Affordable 
Housing Development Fees”, in its entirety.  No action taken. 

 
4. Resolution from Township of Clinton Opposing Third Round Affordable Housing Rules.  

No action taken. 
 
5. Ordinance #02-2008 from Township of Tewksbury amending an ordinance whose short title 

is “Tewksbury Township Development Regulations Ordinance (2000).  No action taken. 
 
6. Letter dated February 15, 2008 from Andrew Gale, Supervisor, Division of Land Use 

Regulation, NJDEP regarding Freshwater Wetlands General Permit No. 25 and Waiver of 
Transition Area for Access (Laura DeVincent, Block 13/Lot 69).  No action taken. 
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7. Letter dated February 22, 2008 from Lisa P. Jackson, Commissioner, NJDEP regarding 

Readington Township’s Greenway Incentive Plan.  Mrs. Allen stated that Readington 
Township was approved for an additional $300,000 under our Green Acres Planning 
Incentive Grant. 

 
8. Resolution from East Amwell Township requesting new State regulations to permit local 

police to enforce new trucking regulations and the creation of financial incentives to off-set 
the impact of new toll hikes.  No action taken. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
1. Lightfield Road right-of-way 

 
A MOTION was made by Mrs. Allen to pass a resolution to communicate with the County to 
establish “No Parking” and “No Standing” in the area of Lightfield Road, seconded by Mrs. 
Muir with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. Whitehouse Rescue Squad - Presentation 
  
 Chief George Liothake and President Terese Bandy provided the Committee with a slide 
 presentation and overview of the Rescue Squad’s current operation. 
 
2. Whitehouse Rescue Squad - Coin Toss  
  
 A MOTION was made by Mrs. Allen for approval to hold coin tosses on April 19, 2008 and 
 October 4, 2008, seconded by Mr. Shamey with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
 
3. Three Bridges Volunteer Fire Co. - 5 Mile Run 
 
 A MOTION was made by Mrs. Muir for approval to hold a 5 mile Run in Three Bridges on 
 August 23, 2008 contingent on approval by the Police Department, seconded by Mr. Gatti 
 with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
 
4. Stanton Ridge - Acceptance of Certain Roads 
 
 The following Ordinance was offered for introduction: 
 

AN ORDINANCE FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF CERTAIN ROADWAYS WITHIN THE 
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT KNOWN AS STANTON RIDGE IN THE TOWNSHIP OF 

READINGTON, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY FROM 
STANTON PROPERTIES, II, A NEW JERSEY GENERAL PARTNERSHIP 

Ordinance #06-2008 
 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Township Committee of the Township of Readington, 
County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. The Township of Readington shall accept as public, the following roads which have 
been dedicated to the Township by Stanton Properties, II, a New Jersey General Partnership, as 
shown on the following filed maps for the Stanton Ridge major subdivision development prepared by 
VanCleef Engineering Associates, Lebanon, New Jersey, which were filed in the Hunterdon County 
Clerk’s Office as set forth below, and as more particularly set forth in the metes and bounds 
description for each roadway or portion thereof contained in the Deed(s) of Dedication on file in the 
office of the Readington Township Municipal clerk, at the Readington Township Municipal 
Building, 509 Route 523, Whitehouse Station, New Jersey. 
 
FORESTDALE DRIVE (50’ WIDE) – as shown on a map entitled “Final Plat for Stanton Ridge – 
Section V, Block 51, Lot 21, located in Readington Township, Hunterdon County, New Jersey,” 
Ordinance #06-2008 – cont’d 
 
dated April 19, 1996, last revised September 26, 1996, and filed in the Hunterdon County Clerk’s 
Office on March 4, 1997 as Map No. 1245. 
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A. TIMBER COURT (50’ WIDE) – as shown on a map entitled “Final Plat for Stanton Ridge – 

Section V, Block 51, Lot 21, located in Readington Township, Hunterdon County, New 
Jersey,” dated April 19, 1996, last revised September 26, 1996, and filed in the Hunterdon 
County Clerk’s Office on March 4, 1997 as Map No. 1245. 

 
B. DOGWOOD DRIVE (50’ WIDE) – portion from its intersection with Clubhouse Drive to 

and including its cul-de-sac, as shown on a map entitled “Final Plat for Stanton Ridge – 
Section VI, Block 45, Lots 25 & 25.03, located in Readington Township, Hunterdon County, 
New Jersey,” dated July 1, 1996, last revised September 26, 1996, and filed in the Hunterdon 
County Clerk’s Office on June 6, 1997 as Map No. 1253. 

 
C. WINTERBERRY COURT (50’ WIDE) – as shown on a map entitled “Final Plat for 

Stanton Ridge – Section VI, Block 45, Lots 25 & 25.03, located in Readington Township, 
Hunterdon County, New Jersey,” dated July 1, 1996, last revised September 26, 1996, and 
filed in the Hunterdon County Clerk’s Office on June 6, 1997 as Map No. 1253. 

 
D. OVERLOOK ROAD (50’ WIDE) – as shown on a map entitled “Final Plat for Stanton 

Ridge – Section VII, Block 45, Lots 16 & 55, located in Readington Township, Hunterdon 
County, New Jersey,” dated September 10, 1996, last revised October 26, 1996, and filed in 
the Hunterdon County Clerk’s Office on January 16, 1998 as Map No. 1272. 

 
E. FAIRWAY DRIVE (50’ WIDE) - as shown on a map entitled “Final Plat for Stanton Ridge 

– Section VII, Block 45, Lots 16 & 55, located in Readington Township, Hunterdon County, 
New Jersey,” dated September 10, 1996, last revised October 26, 1996, and filed in the 
Hunterdon County Clerk’s Office on January 16, 1998 as Map No. 1272. 

 
SECTION 2. The Township acknowledges receipt of the aforementioned Deed(s) of Dedication 
conveying the aforementioned streets, or portions thereof, together with an executed Affidavit of 
Title, Corporate Resolution and documents evidencing that the title is marketable and free and clear  
of liens. 
 
SECTION 3. If the provision of any article, section, subsection, paragraph, subdivision or clause of 
this Ordinance shall be judged invalid by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such Order or 
Judgment shall not affect or invalidate the remainder of any such article, section, subsection, 
paragraph or clause and, to this end, the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be 
severable. 
 
SECTION 4. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final adoption and publication 
according to law, and upon the recording of the Deed; a copy of this Ordinance shall also be recorded 
in the Hunterdon County Clerk’s Office. 
  
A MOTION was made by Mr. Allen to introduce this ordinance.  This motion was seconded by Mrs. 
Muir and on Roll Call the following vote was recorded: 
 
 Mrs. Allen   - Aye 
 Mr. Gatti    - Aye 
 Mrs. Muir   - Aye 
 Mr. Shamey   - Aye 
 Mayor Auriemma  - Aye 
   
A Public Hearing was scheduled for March 17, 2008. 
 
5. South Branch Watershed Association - Request for Donation 
 
 A MOTION was made by Mrs. Allen to make a $300 donation for the Annual South Branch 
Raritan River Clean Up on April 19, 2008.  This motion was seconded by Mr. Shamey and on Roll 
Call the following vote was recorded:  
 
 Mrs. Allen   - Aye 
 Mr. Gatti   - Aye 
 Mrs. Muir   - Aye 
 Mr. Shamey   - Aye 
 Mayor Auriemma  - Aye 
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6. Vacating a portion of County Line Road. 
 The following Ordinance was offered for introduction: 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR A PARTIAL ROADWAY VACATION  
LOCATED ON BLOCK 40, LOT 1 IN THE TOWNSHIP OF READINGTON,  

COUNTY OF HUNTERDON AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY,  
PREVIOUSLY DEDICATED FOR PUBLIC ROADWAY PURPOSES 

 
Ordinance #07-2008 

 
 WHEREAS, a strip of land of variable width was dedicated for public roadway purposes 
along Block 40, Lot 1 in the Township of Readington, to serve for future road widening of the 
County Line Road in the Township; and 
 
 WHEREAS, such right-of-way is described in an easement dated February 1, 1991 and 
recorded in the Hunterdon County Clerk’s Office in Book 1805, page 151 from Solberg Aviation  
 
Company to K. Hovnanian Companies and states that the purpose of same is for dedication to 
Readington Township for public roadway purposes, and the entire width dedicated would bring the 
width of County Line Road to approximately 40 feet; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there do not appear to be any other documents evidencing dedication or 
acceptance of this right-of-way other than the easement document described above; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the purpose of this Ordinance is to restore the right-of-way width on County 
Line Road to 33 feet, as it does not appear that the public interest would be further served by 
widening the road beyond 33 feet at this point, and the dedication was never directly in fact made to 
the Township nor were the contemplated improvements installed. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Township Committee of the 
Township of Readington, County of Hunterdon and State of New Jersey, pursuant to the provisions 
of N.J.S.A. 40:67-01 and 67-19 et seq., as follows: 
 
 SECTION 1.  The Township hereby partially vacates and releases whatever interest it may 
have in the strip of land shown for future public roadway purposes on Block 40, Lot 1 in the 
Township of Readington as set forth in a deed dated February 1, 1991 recorded in Deed Book 1895, 
Page 151 filed in the Hunterdon County Clerk’s Office.  The intention of this vacation and release is 
to restore the width of County Line Road to 33 feet, as described in Schedule A attached. 
 
 SECTION 2. In accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:67-1(b) this Ordinance expressly reserves and 
excepts from vacation any and all rights and privileges possessed by public utilities, as defined in 
R.S. 48:2-13, and by any cable television company, as defined in the “Cable Television Act”, 
P.L.1972, c.186 (C.48:5A-1 et seq.) to maintain, repair and replace any of their facilities, existing at 
the time of passage of this ordinance, in or adjacent to the portion of the easement area being vacated 
herein. 
 
 SECTION 3. If requested by the property owner of Block 40, Lot 1, the Township Attorney, 
Mayor and Administrator/Clerk are hereby authorized to take all necessary steps to execute any other 
appropriate document formally releasing its interest in the portion of the easement being vacated. 
 
 SECTION 4. Effective Date. 
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final adoption and publication according to law, 
and upon the recording of this ordinance in the Hunterdon County Clerk’s Office, and after notice is 
given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:49-6. 
 
A MOTION was made by Mrs. Allen to introduce an ordinance to vacate a portion of County Line 
Road.  This motion was seconded by Mrs. Muir and on Roll Call the following vote was recorded: 
Ordinance #07-2008 - cont'd 
 
 Mrs. Allen   - Aye 
 Mr. Gatti   - Aye 
 Mrs. Muir   - Aye 
 Mr. Shamey   - Aye 
 Mayor Auriemma  - Aye 
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A Public Hearing was scheduled for March 17, 2008. 
 
7. Request for approval for a limousine service (Van Fleet Rd.).   
 

A MOTION was made by Mrs. Muir to approve this request for a limousine service at this 
location contingent upon receipt of proof of additional personal injury insurance in the 
amount of $2,000,000, seconded by  Mrs. Allen with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 

 
8. Grant application to ANJEC 
  
 Steve Foster, Readington Township Environmental Commission, spoke regarding this grant 
 application which would be used for GIS mapping of the Township’s inventory of 
 conservation easements.  Mr. Foster explained that this is a matching grant program with a 
 maximum amount of $20,000.  He stated that the completed application will be provided to 
 the Committee for consideration at the next meeting. 
 

*    9.  Request for refund of escrow – Block 63, Lot 53.05 (Pincus). 
   
  This item was addressed under Consent Agenda. 

 
*  10.  Hunterdon County Surface Treatment Program 
   
  This item was addressed under Consent Agenda. 

 
*  11.  Resolution authorizing application for a loan from the New Jersey Environmental  

   Infrastructure Financing Program. 
   
  This item was addressed under Consent Agenda. 

 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: 
 
Administrator Mekovetz referred to a letter from Ray Kroc, Business Administrator, Hunterdon 
Central High School, concerning the annual budget meeting on March 19 with representatives from 
all five (5) sending school districts.  Mr. Gatti and Mr. Shamey volunteered to attend the meeting. 
 
Administrator Mekovetz updated the Committee on the sidewalks on Main Street.   The minutes from 
1984 mention an agreement with the County, but the agreement cannot be found.  Research by the 
Administration office is still being done to locate the easements for further clarification on this issue. 
 
ATTORNEY’S REPORT: 
 
Attorney Dragan stated that she had a letter from Engineer McEldowney referencing the Stanton 
Ridge Developer’s Agreement in which he states that there should be a condition that the trees be 
planted by May 15, 2008.   
 
A MOTION was made by Mrs. Allen to include this condition in the Stanton Ridge Developer’s 
Agreement, seconded by Mrs. Muir with a vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT: 
 
Engineer O’Brien stated that the 2008 road reclamation bid specs are currently being worked on. 

 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Thomas Auriemma:  
 
 Mayor Auriemma stated he had nothing to report at this time. 

 
Julia Allen:   
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Farmland\Open Space Preservation\Land Projects Liaison 
 
 Mrs. Allen stated that the next Open Space walk will be held on Sunday, March 16, 2008 at 
1:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building and then proceeding to the Whitehouse Greenway.  
 
 Mrs. Allen stated that because of the publication of the Readington News, there did not seem 
to be a need for the Township to continue to publish four (4) newsletters a year.   
 
 A MOTION was made by Mrs. Allen to reduce the publication of Township newsletters from 
four (4) annually to two (2) annually (Spring and Fall), seconded by Mr. Gatti with a vote of ayes all, 
nays none recorded.  

 
Frank Gatti:  
 
 Mr. Gatti stated that he will be attending a Township budget meeting on March 6, 2008 with 
Administrator Mekovetz, Tom Carro (Township CFO) and Robert Swisher (Township Auditor). 
 
Beatrice Muir: 

 
 Mrs. Muir said she had nothing to report at this time. 

   
Gerard Shamey: 

 
Mr. Shamey said he had nothing to report at this time. 
 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:  
 
Mayor Auriemma asked for comments from the public.  There were none. 

 
COMMENTS FROM THE GOVERNING BODY: 
 
Mayor Auriemma asked if there were any comments from the Governing Body.  There were none. 

 
A MOTION was made at 9:25 p.m. by Mr. Gatti adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mrs. Allen with a 
vote of ayes all, nays none recorded. 
 
       Respectfully Submitted: 
 
        
 
       Vita Mekovetz, RMC/MMC/RPPO 
       Administrator/Municipal Clerk 


