
THE READINGTON MUSEUMS
MUSEUM COMMITTEE

MEETING
November 17, 2012

Chairman Jim Horvath called the meeting to order at 9:40 a.m. He announced that all laws
governing the Open Public Meetings Act had been met and that the meeting had been duly
advertised.

PRESENT: Jim Horvath, Erin Brennan, Betty Ann Fort, Joyce Lykes, Nancy O'Malley, Helen
Farrant, and Program Director Kimberly Costa. A quorum of Committee members was present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Joyce Lykes moved to approve the minutes from the October 4,
2012 meeting, as amended. Betty Ann Fort seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously
passed.

PROGRAM DIRECTOR AND MUSEUM ASSISTANT'S REPORTS: The Committee
reviewed and discussed the reports.

PROPERTIES:

Super Storm Sandy:
The Committee discussed the damage incurred at the three active properties as a result of the
storm and agreed that the Museums were lucky this time. Damage amounted to:

•	Bouman Stickney Farmstead - loss of an apple tree, an oak tree and three fir trees;
•	Cold Brook School — loss of several roof tiles; and
•	Eversole-Hall House - telephone box ripped off the wall (had been scheduled for

^ removal anyway).

The Program Director noted that the bam door at the Bouman Stickney Farmstead was flying
open in the wind. Jim Horvath will take a look at it and plane it if necessary.

Disaster Plan:
The Committee discussed developing procedures to be followed in the event of a
disaster/damage to property. Such procedures would include a checklist and a triage list of what
pieces of the collections to save. Betty Ann noted that any plan would have to be approved by the
Township Committee. Jim asked Erin Brennan to research and draft a plan for presentation to the
Committee at a future meeting.

Jim noted that the Township has an easement from the Bouman Stickney Farmstead property to
Tamarack Road. Accessing the property by foot from Tamarack could be a viable alternative in
the event of downed wires on Dreahook Road. He asked the Program Director to ask Buildings
and Grounds to clear and mow an access path this easement when they mow the farmstead
property.

PROGRAMS:

Fourth Grade Program: The Program Director noted that the 7 sessions that were cancelled
because of the storm have been rescheduled for May.
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First Grade Program: The Program Director reported that despite several attempts to reach out
to the first grade teachers to schedule the program, she has had no response. Betty Ann will
contact the school superintendent regarding the status of this program that it usually held in
February and whether there have been any changes to the curriculum.

Holiday Open House: The Committee discussed the upcoming December 2nd event "Christmas
with Jane Austen". The Program Director reported that the stenciler is unable to come to oversee
the craft so the Committee members will step in.

OTHER MATTERS:

Archival Boxes: The Program Director asked the Committee to approve an expenditure of up to
$1,000 for additional archival boxes. Erin reminded the Director to contact Don Cornelius at the
Hunterdon County Historical Society as they offered to bundle orders of such archival materials
in order to get a quantity discount. Erin moved that the expenditure be approved. Betty Ann
seconded the motion and it was unanimously

RESOLVED, that the Program Director be, and she hereby is, authorized and
empowered to spend up to $1,000 on archival materials for the Museums'
collections.

Costume Supplies: The Program Director stressed the importance of authenticity for the
costumes of the Museums' historical interpreters, including those portions of the costume that are
not seen, such as shifts and stays. She noted that she had been using her own supplies for herself
and for the Museum Assistant for Museum programs and that new ones were needed. The cost of
period correct materials amounts to approximately $750. Betty Ann moved and Helen Farrant
seconded the following motion:

RESOLVED, that the Program Director be, and she hereby is, authorized to
spend up to $750 on historically accurate costume undergarments.

The motion passed with Jim, Betty Ann, Joyce, Helen, and Erin voting yes. Nancy O'Malley
voted no.

ADJOURNMENT: Betty Ann moved that the meeting be adjourned. Joyce seconded the
motion. The meeting was adjourned at 10:51 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Erin Brennan
Secretary
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